
It began as an exclusive, residential area named after its
developer. It became the classiest street in Los Angeles,
was called the 5th Avenue of the West and was proclaimed
to be the state’s most famous boulevard. It has been
reinvented in terms in land uses served and transportation
modes accommodated. It is Wilshire Boulevard.

Henry Gaylord Wilshire was a colorful man of many
pursuits. He was an avid socialist and founded a radical
paper, the Weekly Nationalist.He married money, inherited
money and lost money. His last ill-fated venture before his
death in 1920 was the sale of an electric health belt called
the “I-on-a-co”. Although he had his ups and downs, he
was right on target with his development assessments. He
stated, “I have no doubt that… Southern California will be
the most thickly settled part of the American continent.”

In 1895, the flamboyant Wilshire followed up on that
vision when he developed a secluded residential tract west
of the swamp-turned-lake in what is now MacArthur
(formerly West Lake) Park. Through the tract, bounded
by 6th Street, 7th Street, Park View Street and Benton Way,
he cut a gravel boulevard with a 120 foot right-of-way
through the middle. He named it after himself.

Estate homes and residential hotels of comparable beaux
arts design continued to be built by others through the
first two decades of the 20th Century, several blocks to the
west. During the early 1920's this secluded area, that

lacked street car access, continued to be a prime location
for upscale apartment houses and residential hotels,
including the Ambassador Hotel. Thus, it was logical that
it should be zoned for residential purposes only. In 1924
it became the first street in the nation to use neon-lighted
signs to identify the names of the apartment houses. 

Wilshire Boulevard would enter
a new phase. After World War I
when automobile use rose
dramatically, the area became far
less secluded. Business interests
then saw a new vision for
Wilshire Boulevard, based on
the redevelopment of 5th Avenue
in New York and the recent
development of North Michigan
Avenue in Chicago. They
lobbied successfully to have
Wilshire Boulevard rezoned for
commercial development. In
April 1926 the reach between
Park View Street and Western
Avenue was rezoned and
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BOOK CONTRIBUTORS HONORED
At a reception following the Historical Society of Southern California’s History
Conference on April 2, the 37 contributors to the Society’s publication, The
Development of Los Angeles City Government: An Institutional History, 1850-2000, received
HSSC’s Jack Smith Community Enrichment Award. The award, presented by Cecilia
Rasmussen, “recognizes men and women who have enriched the community of Los
Angeles by their dedicated service and accomplishments.” Those cited were:

Gordon Morris Bakken
Sandra Bass
Robert A. Bauman
Suzanne C. Borghei
Harold Blackman
Shauna Clark
Mara A. Cohen-Marks
Lawrence B. De Graaf
John T. Donovan
Michael Eberts
Michael E. Engh
Steven P. Erie
Philip J. Ethington

Frances Lomas Feldman
Robert B. Freeman
Todd Gaydowski
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Greetings Everyone,

Now that we are well into 2011 I am happy to look back on two more successful Marie
Northrop Lectures by Kevin Roderick and Dr. Thomas Hines and I am looking forward to our
final lecture of the year on June 18th by Dr. Ken Breisch, the University of Southern
California’s Director of Graduate Programs in Historical Preservation, School of Architecture,
who will be speaking on “Architecture & Architects of L.A. from 1950 to the Present.”

It is also significant to note that the long-time coordinator of the Marie Northrop Lecture
Series, Irene Tresun, will be stepping down from that function. Irene will continue to edit the
newsletter and participate in LACHS activities as LACHS Boardmember John Fisher takes
over the Marie Northrop Lecture Series. I look forward to the ongoing lectures under John’s
leadership and I would like to thank Irene for her many years of service to LACHS through
the Marie Northrop Lectures.

We will be rolling out an enhanced web site at the end of June. Please take the time to check it out at
www.lacityhistory.org. We are also working to bring you more programs in the summer and fall.

Thank you all for your ongoing support.

Todd Gaydowski
President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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LACHS HOSTS THE LAHA
by Todd Gaydowski

On May 7th LACHS, as “Friends of the City
Archives,” hosted a quarterly meeting of the Los
Angeles Heritage Alliance, at the City Archives.
The LAHA works to support heritage
organizations in Los Angeles to promote and
preserve the region’s heritage through
coordination and collaboration between its 230
member organizations. The meeting was presided
over by John Bwarie, Coordinator at LAHA. The
group discussed a number of initiatives:

• LAHA member organizations are
encouraged to enter their event information
into the Heritage Portal of the
ExperienceLA.com webpage. ExperienceLA
and LAHA are partnering to create a web
listing of historical events.

• Stay tuned for more information from
LAHA on Los Angeles’s birthday festivities
this year.

• LA Heritage Day this year was regrettably
cancelled but LAHA resolved to focus on
making next year’s Heritage Day better
than ever. 

• LAHA committed to the "LA 230"
campaign in recognition of the 230th
birthday of the City and the 230 member
organization of LAHA. Member
organizations are asked to dedicate one of
their regular events between September
2011 and September 2012 as an "LA 230"
event. LAHA will develop its own publicity
to publicize all 230 of the events, so stay
tuned for that from LAHA if you are
looking for historical events to participate
in next year.

Following the business meeting LACHS provided
a presentation on the City Archives by the City’s
first Archivist, Hynda Rudd, and provided tours
to the group of the City Archives and City
Records Center. The attendees were delighted
with the presentation and tour and a good time
was had by all.

MEMBERS’ NEWS

The family of former LACHS Board member, Alma Carlisle,
and her family are celebrating her son’s appointment as
president of Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and
Science starting July 1. David M. Carlisle ends his current
position of director of the Office of Statewide Health Planning
and Development in Sacramento. Dr. Carlisle holds a Ph.D.
and M.D. from UCLA, where he was Associate Professor of
Medicine… Eddy Feldman, past president and current
director, covered “Nonprofit Legal Issues” at the May 7
Conference of California Historical Societies annual workshop
Los Angeles Railroad Heritage Foundation’s offices in
Alhambra…. Diane Kanner, board member, is a regular
contributor to the Los Feliz Ledger. Photographer for the
publication is another LACHS member, Michael Locke…
Marc Wanamaker, past president, joins Karie Bible and Harry
Medved (all co-authors of the book Location Filming in Los
Angeles) for a special program at the Natural History Museum’s
1913 original building, for the annual meeting of the Los
Angeles Conservancy on June 12. The structure, largely
unaltered since its construction in 1913, received this year’s
Conservancy Preservation Award for its restoration and seismic
upgrade….

SOME NOTEWORTHY 
ANNIVERSARIES

Amtrak has turned 40 years old, celebrated at Union Station
by the railroad’s hosting National Train Day events.
Activities included entertainment, exhibits, tours of Amtrak
equipment and notable private railroad cars. Amtrak began
service on May 1, 1971, as Train 173 (Clocker) left New
York’s Penn Station on the way to Philadelphia. The new
company was made up of 20 of the 26 major railroads in
existence at the time… The Los Angeles Fire Department
has been in existence for 125 years… Canter’s Deli has been
an L.A. institution since 1931. Originally located in Boyle
Heights, it moved to Fairfax Avenue in 1953… In 1941,
the cornerstone for Bank of America’s building on
Montgomery Street was laid… Pasadena’s 125th birthday
will be celebrated at the Pasadena Museum of History on
June 11, with day-long entertainment, activities and
refreshments… Port of Los Angeles is celebrating its 100th
anniversary this year… And above all, Los Angeles turns
230 this year, to be celebrated, as usual, by a walk from San
Gabriel Mission to the Plaza. 



widened shortly thereafter. Soon, the Town House Hotel
at Commonwealth Avenue, Bullock’s-Wilshire at
Westmoreland Avenue, the Brown Derby restaurant at
Alexandria Avenue, the Pellissier (Wiltern Theater)
building at Western Avenue, and numerous other
architecturally distinctive buildings would join the posh
apartments and churches built just a few years earlier.
The lively mix of distinctive buildings and activities led
to it being called the “5th Avenue of the West.”

Further west, the famed Beverly Hills shopping district
started to develop after the opening of the Beverly
Wilshire Hotel in 1925.  A. W. Ross converted bean fields
between La Brea Avenue and Fairfax Avenue into the
“Miracle Mile”, with Zigzag and Streamline Moderne
buildings. Finally, the Janss Investment Company laid out
an attractive low-scale retail village in 1929, between the
boulevard and the new Southern branch of the University
of California, and named it Westwood.

In 1934 the “manifest destiny” for Wilshire Boulevard
would be reached when construction through West Lake
Park was completed. The completion of the missing link
divided the lake but connected both sides of the park by
a tunnel. At the dedication, Mayor Frank Shaw declared
Wilshire Boulevard “…California’s most famous
thoroughfare.” Upon completion, Wilshire Boulevard
connected the central business districts of Los Angeles,
Beverly Hills and Santa Monica, extending 16 miles from
Grand Avenue on the east to a park overlooking the Pacific
Ocean on the west. 

As a result of the commercial and retail development,
Wilshire Boulevard evolved again. While popular as an
upscale retail street, Wilshire Boulevard became the first
automobile-oriented street in Southern California. This
was evident by the lack of trolley lines and reinforced by
the 1929 Bullock’s-Wilshire department store, the first to
have a parking lot and grand valet entrance at the rear of
the building. Its status was confirmed by a 1928 count
which plotted the traffic volumes along Wilshire
Boulevard. At the intersection of Wilshire Boulevard and
Western Avenue over 74,000 vehicles per day would pass
through, making it the “heaviest automobile intersection
in the world”. It would hold this title for 20 years.

So rapid was the increase in traffic and so great the
magnitude that Wilshire Boulevard became a laboratory
for pioneering traffic control innovations. At Western
Avenue a traffic circle was installed in 1922, to be replaced
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THE 5TH AVENUE OF THE WEST (Continued from Front Page)

Wilshire Boulevard’s fashionable Miracle Mile

The opening of West Lake Park final link of Wilshire Boulevard in 1934.

The Brown Derby Restaurant on Wilshire Blvd. at Alexandria Ave. 



by an “American Bobby” traffic signal in 1924, to again
be replaced by an Acme semaphore traffic signal in 1926.
In July 1930, Wilshire Boulevard became the first street
in Los Angeles to be striped with a painted centerline and
approach lane lines. In 1931, it became the first street to
use tri-light signal heads and the first street outside of
Downtown to have interconnected traffic signals. In 1937,
off-center operation to provide an extra lane in peak
directions was implemented. (Although it was successful
from a traffic flow perspective, the City Council banned
the operation in 1940 after business district protests.)

Traffic relief would finally come in 1948, when the
widening and opening of nearby Olympic Boulevard was
completed. Within the next decade, other streets parallel
to Wilshire Boulevard, such as Beverly Boulevard, 3rd

Street, 6th Street and Pico Boulevard, would lose the
“cumbersome” operation resulting from at-grade trolley
operations and serve as through-traffic boulevards to
further relieve Wilshire Boulevard. 

Wilshire Boulevard would see a new phase after its
evolution from residential street to retail street to
automobile street. The grand boulevard that became
exclusive due to the lack of trolleys has, ironically, become
Southern California’s premier transit street. Today, it is
served by local buses of the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority and Santa Monica Municipal Bus lines. In
addition, the Metro Red Line subway and the future

Purple Line subway are aligned below Wilshire Boulevard.
Finally, it accommodates the transit hybrid, the Metro
Rapid bus. It carries more transit patrons than any other
street in Southern California.

Although its glamour has been tarnished somewhat,
Wilshire Boulevard still remains the state’s most famous
thoroughfare. The Bullock’s-Wilshire, May Company and
Pellessier buildings have been adaptively re-used and are
nationally-recognized art deco landmarks. The churches
still have active congregations. Hancock Park remains the
classiest residential neighborhood of old Los Angeles. The
Miracle Mile has been rediscovered as an active traditional
retail district and has become a museum center which
features the prehistoric La Brea Tar Pits. The Beverly Hills
shopping district is the most exclusive one in the nation.
Movie premiers are held in Westwood Village. Finally, the
neon signs have been re-lighted atop the apartment
buildings in Henry Gaylord Wilshire’s original tract.
Perhaps the analogy should be reversed to state that 5th

Avenue is the Wilshire Boulevard of the East. 
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Cecil B. DeMille’s Airfield, Wilshire Boulevard & Crescent 
Avenue (now Fairfax), 1920’s. Photo, UCLA Archives.

Wilshire Boulevard at Westwood Village

Congestion on Wilshire Boulevard near Hoover Street, circa 1940
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DIVERS & DOGS
Two L.A. Port Police Units Working Above and Below the Waterline
by Leigh Smith

The Port of Los Angeles is the leading seaport in North
America and the nation’s premier gateway for
international commerce. It wields tremendous economic
impact. Fortunately, the Port has one of the few police
forces in the nation dedicated exclusively to port activities:
The Los Angeles Port Police is made up of two main units: 

The Maritime Operations Division, which has 36 sworn
officers, covers the waterside police work, and the Field
Enforcement Division, with 51 sworn officers, covers the
landside police work. 

The Dive Unit is part of the Maritime Operations Division
and the K-9 unit is part of the Field Enforcement
Division. These two units offer a diverse approach to
policing the unique geographical environment of the Port,
which includes 7,500 acres of land and water along 43
miles of waterfront. 

The Landside Operations looks like a traditional police
department, with patrol cars, motorcycles, a hazardous
materials team, detective bureau and bicycle teams. The
K-9 unit is also part of this division – approaching police
work from a different angle. There are currently seven
active dog/handler units and two dogs that are on standby.
The breeds that are used by the Port Police are German
Shepherd, Belgian Malinois and Labrador Retriever. 

The dogs are selected for service after the age of two, once
they are fully grown and deemed healthy. They come from
Germany and Czechoslovakia and are selected based on
their disposition. 

The ideal dog will have a strong hunt drive and gets
rewarded with a toy. Dogs are taught that the presence of
certain smells will cause their favorite toy appear. They
then become motivated to detect that odor. It takes an
average of 10 weeks of schooling with a trainer and handler
to become an active K-9 unit. All K-9 teams continue
training throughout their working life and must complete
annual certification. 

No kennels for these K-9s. Instead, they are “take home”
dogs – meaning they live with their handler/officer and
are ready to respond to an incident at a moment’s notice. 

The dogs serve until the age of 8 to 12 years, or until either
the owners transfer or the dogs are retired. While there is
no formal plan set up for these city retirees, their good
behavior is rewarded with a 90+ percent rate of adoption
by their handlers. 

Within the K-9 unit, there are two different categories of
dog/handler teams: Narcotic dogs or “dope dogs” and
explosive dogs or “bomb dogs”. 
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Narcotic detection training teaches the dogs to identify the
scent of five main odors; marijuana, cocaine, heroin, speed
and meth. With highly sensitive snouts, the dogs can
detect flakes of cocaine smaller than a fingernail hidden
under a floor mat or in a suitcase. When dogs detect the
presence of a substance, they respond by pawing, scratching
or digging at the exact location of the odor. Besides
narcotics, they are also trained to locate and apprehend
suspects and felons. They are trained using a “bite suit”,
which is a thick body suit worn by the trainer that allows
the dogs to simulate attacks. When a real situation arises,
these dogs mean business. Sometimes just having the dogs
present is enough to make a suspect give up.

The second type of K-9s is the explosive detection dogs. The
Port Police currently has four K-9 explosive detection teams.
This unit was created after 9-11 and patrols critical sites such
as the cruise terminal, vessels and container terminals.

Bomb dogs are trained to detect the smell of 13 different
odors – all ingredients for creating explosives. Bomb dogs
are particularly useful in the cruise terminal. Each cruise
ship can carry up to 3,000 passengers and when three
cruise ships arrive in port at once, it can be a chaotic
environment. These units often respond to inspect
unattended luggage. Bomb dogs are trained to respond
passively when explosive odors are detected and either sit
or lie down near the area where the odor is detected. They
are carefully trained not to jump, paw or touch any
potentially explosive materials. 

So, next time you go on a cruise and leave your bag
unattended to get a cup of coffee, don’t be surprised if you
have a curious friend smelling your luggage when you return. 

The Dive Unit is part of the Maritime Operations
Division. Its original mission was drug interdiction on
inbound and outbound vessels. Since 9-11, they have
evolved into terrorism interdiction as well – searching for
underwater explosive devices as well as narcotics. They
conduct hull searches on big ships looking for weapons
and drugs. The Dive Unit also responds to homicides and
drowning incidents. 

The dive team currently has five fulltime divers and nine
more who are called in as needed, but serve other units of
the Port Police. You must already possess a scuba license
in order to be considered for the dive team. Once selected,
you are subjected to rigorous dive training, simulating
various incident response scenarios, including natural
disaster and terrorism. 

Along with regular dive equipment, such as weight belts and
buoyancy compensators, these underwater cops are equipped
with special tools to do their job, such as chalk board slates,
tape measures and a “rebreather,” which is a semi-enclosed
circuit breathing system that gives off a minimal amount of
bubbles. This is critical if there is a need to approach a suspect
underwater in clandestine dive operations. 

While these divers do not carry guns, they do have a fully
enclosed face mask which houses a communication device
– allowing them to speak with fellow divers and also to the
crew up on the boat. So what happens if they actually need
to apprehend a suspect underwater? Well – they
“manhandle” them until they get to the surface or they
call for back-up divers or landside assistance. 

During the recent tsunami advisory on March 11, the Dive
Unit was put on high alert – ready to respond should a
big wave hit the southeast facing Cabrillo beach or
surrounding coastal area. Fortunately, while there was a
minor tidal surge around the port, there were no injuries
or damage.

With unique assets to protect, the Port of Los Angeles is
fortunate to have Port Police ensuring the safety and
security of all of its stakeholders. And it’s clear that the
Dive Unit goes to great depths to fight crime, while the
K-9 unit keeps potential criminals on a short leash. 

Editor’s Note: This article was written by Leigh Smith,
especially for the LACHS Newsletter. She reports to Philip
Sanfield of Port of Los Angeles Public Relations. LACHS
thanks both for their cooperation in providing us with this
look at a part of Port of Los Angeles responsibilities that
most of us were unaware of.
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LAUREL AND OTHER L.A. CANYONS
One of the features of our city – not found in any other
metropolis – are the canyons so familiar to us. They cut
through hillsides, mountains and communities, primarily
on the west side and predominantly south-north.

Some are home to many, others are unpopulated, each with
a lifestyle of its own - but all have one thing in common:
They are examples of the natural beauty of the Southland.
Most connect the historically older areas of western Los
Angeles on the south of the mountains, with the newer
ones on the north side, the San Fernando Valley.

How many of the following do you know? How many of
them have you driven? Beachwood, Benedict, Beverly
Glen, Franklin, Fryman, Laurel, Mandeville, Runyon,
Rustic, Santa Monica, Topanga, Trabuco, Tujunga.

Possibly the best known is Laurel Canyon, starting in
West Hollywood at Sunset Boulevard just west of
Fairfax Avenue and ending in Studio City at Ventura
Boulevard, continuing as Laurel Canyon Boulevard
north to the community of Sun Valley, with the
midpoint approximately at Mulholland Drive.

Laurel Canyon was first developed in the 1910s, when
it was an incorporated area of Los Angeles County before
becoming a part of the city of Los Angeles in 1923. Its
history, however, goes back a couple of centuries, when
members of the Tongva tribe inhabited the area. About
200 of the tribe settled near the juncture of Franklin
and Coldwater canyons, possibly where today stands a
Chevron station at Sunset and Laurel Canyon Boulevard.

A small stream at the site made fresh water available the
year around, a good reason for building their reed huts
and communal sweathouse there.

Many stories of Laurel Canyon abound. During the
Mexican period a colorful bandit, the head of a gang of
robbers, the legendary Tiburcio Vasquez roamed there
in the mid-1800s. He is said to have killed two men on
the spot where years later a bungalow was built in the
canyon’s first development, Bungalow Land, reputed to
be haunted today. Another structure near there until
1918 was a hotel with 24 rooms. Some new immigrants
used the area to graze sheep.

On the “L.A.” side, as of 1919 was the Canyon Country
Store, behind which an early settler, Jim Morrison, lived.

After California became an American state, the new
settlers were attracted to it, and around the turn of the
20th Century the area was subdivided as mountain
vacation properties. 

To help market the new lots, a trackless electric railroad
was built in 1913 by a developer, Charles Spencer
Mann – the first such railroad in the nation - running
from Sunset Boulevard to the base of Lookout
Mountain Road, where sat a roadhouse tavern. The
railroad operated until 1918. Beyond the latter, it was
necessary to go on foot or by mule, until the road was
improved sufficiently for automobile travel, first by
Stanley Steamer. 

Trackless trolleys (first in the country) that used to operate between Sunset Boulevard to 
The Tavern at Lookout Mt. Road between about 1910 and 1918.  Courtesy of USC,

on behalf of the USC Special Collections.

The Charles Harper residence at entrance to Laurel Canyon, 1998.  Courtesy of USC, on
behalf of the USC Special Collections.
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Endeavor 
Comes to L.A.
It is fitting that NASA decided that when
the space shuttle Endeavour is officially
retired this year, she will come back to the
state, possibly by the end of the year, where
she came off Rockwell International’s
production lines in Palmdale in 1991. She
replaced the ill-fated Challenger, which
exploded in 1986, killing all seven crew
members. During some three decades the
Southland played a crucial part in the
shuttle’s development. 

During its time as NASA’s workhorse, the
Endeavor has flown 24 missions, circling the
earth 4,429 times and traveling more than
103 million miles, beginning with its
maiden voyage on May 7, 1992 up to its
May, 2011 trip. It’s on its 25th mission,
with one more scheduled for this summer –
so these figures will change when it’s finally
retired.

The space ship that is referred to as “jewel of
the fleet” will fly its last voyage in May,
2011, with Capt. Mark E. Kelly
commanding. She will have a permanent
home at the California Science Center in
Exposition Park, the facility that won out
over many hopeful museum competitors for
this rare honor. Plans are for it to be
temporarily stored until it can be part of the
new $170-million third wing, to be devoted
to aeronautics and space exploration.

The final destinations for the retired shuttles
were announced at a Kennedy Space Center
ceremony on April 12, which marked the
30th anniversary of the first shuttle mission.
The last mission has been scheduled for this
June. The other space ships will be
distributed between the Kennedy Space
Center (Atlantis), New York (Enterprise,
now on exhibit at the Smithsonian) and the
Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum (Discovery).The site of Laurel Tavern later became the home of Tom Mix and still later, Frank Zappa.

In 1920, a developer erected the Lookout Mountain Inn, at Lookout
Mountain and Sunset Plaza roads; it burned not many years later. By
this time, the canyon had attracted many Hollywood celebrities and
lesser actors, among them Wally Reid, Tom Mix, Clara Bow, Richard
Dix, Norman Kerry, Ramon Novarro, Harry Houdini and Errol Flynn. 

The canyon has many side roads, most of which are steep and narrow,
and contribute to the rural feeling of the area: Mount Olympus,
Kirkwood, Wonderland (location of Wonderland Avenue
Elementary School), Willow Glen and Lookout Mountain Avenue
are just a few examples.

Today, the Laurel Canyon community is a popular place for families as
well as singles. Some of the newer streets have been designed to be
level and suitable for youngsters to play and ride bikes. Residents have
a choice of centering their lives around the Valley with its many
divisions or the “other side,” Los Angeles.

Panoramic view of Hollywood from entrance to Laurel Canyon, ca. 1903-1905.  Most of the land was
agricultural. Courtesy of USC, on behalf of the USC Special Collections.
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In the past few months LACHS has
received over 100 letters via email.
Several historical societies have been
letting us know about their upcoming
events, which is always welcome.

The number of requests for obituary research remains
fairly constant. Fortunately the Los Angeles Public
Library has written an excellent guide to genealogy
research, so I just paste their form letter into our
response. Some writers want access to local city phone
directories published in years past. Sometimes LAPL’s
old directories now on-line can help.

Occasionally we get requests for interviews from
students researching Los Angeles history, requests that
I try to foist onto the Los Angeles Conservancy.

We also get requests from representatives of small
motion picture companies, similar to, “I am conducting
a research on the murder rate of Los Angeles. Could you
tell me the murder rate in 1850?” In these cases I am
usually able to refer them to various source materials.

Recently we received a request to interview one of our
board members about a book proposal the writer is
planning to submit to publishers. As in so many of the
requests for direct research, I explained that as a non-
profit, totally volunteer organization we do not provide
research.

Writers continue to inquire about their property,
parent’s property, and/or property they are considering
purchasing, especially with regard to the property’s
historical significance. These are easily referred to the
City’s Historic Resources office. 

In rare instances, people are grateful for the information
I provide. One writer wanted to know about orphanages
in Los Angeles in the 1950s and how to get information
about children who may have lived there. I was able to
provide her with a tentative list. I also explained that
even if those orphanages still existed, privacy issues
would prevent them from releasing any information.
But I did suggest she check LAPL’s digital photo library

for additional information. She
was one of the few who thanked

us for the information.

And for the final no-good-deed-goes-
unrewarded, I give you the story of Sasha, who

wrote, “I am currently starting out on a little project
to research whether there was any prominent
bootlegging activity or illegal alcohol production in and
around Los Angeles during Prohibition. I thought I'd
send you a quick email to ask if you have any
recommendations about where I should look or who I
can speak to. Thanks very much for your help.” After
explaining that we don’t provide research she sent an
annoyed and sarcastic email back. I attempted to assuage
her hurt feelings, to no avail. She persisted. So, I finally
gave her a list of several books, explaining why each
could help her find the information. She stopped
emailing us, and neglected to say thanks. I find my
patience is far less than it was when I began answering
our email.

This will probably be my last column for the newsletter,
unless future mail delivers an exceptional inquiry that
may interest our members.

We Get Mail
by Anna Sclar

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Kurt R. Deetz
Matthew Hardy
Thomas S. Hines

Paul “Chris” Leibengood
Karen LeRoque
Christy McAvoy
Stephen McAvoy
Steven Rhodes
Josette Temple
Nan Williams
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My adult life nurtured in Los Angeles
I’m a 21st Century octogenarian
A product of 20th Century life
In this wondrous City of Angels.
The magical, the bizarre,
The creative, the diverse,
People’s Mecca of the world.

The glamour, the depressed,
Bel-Air mansions,
Skid Row paper houses,
Watts and South Central,
Hollywood, Angelino Heights,
Silverlake, East L.A., Koreatown,
Pico-Union, West Adams, San Pedro,
Westwood and UCLA
Sunset Blvd. to the Arroyo Seco.

The Santa Monica Mountains,
Sunsets over the Pacific Ocean
Palm trees, lush flowers and flora
Unleash a pioneering spirit
The wonder of cinema
Destined to become the world’s most
Influential art form to pervade

The entire world.
Los Angeles – the unexpected
Glows throughout its basin
A sign spelling HOLLYWOOD
High on the hills,
A world famous beacon
Lures people from around the globe
To the city which welcomed
Literary giants fleeing Nazi

Germany –
Thomas Mann, Bertold Brecht,
Lion Feuchtwanger, many others.

This is the city where McCarthyism
Launched its attack on freedom of

thought,
Where the first heroes against

McCarthyism
Raised their voice in defense of our

liberties.
This is the city founded by Mexican

pioneers,
Later annexed from Mexico by

California.
This is the ctiy where Biddy Mason

A black slave from Mississippi
Won her freedom in this Free State
Destined to become a heroic lady
In the economic foundation of a rising

metropolis.
This is the city of Simon Rodia
Who built his Watts Towers
Of throwaway pottery, bottles,
Sea shells, a work of 31 years
An artistic triumph.

This is the city
Which during my lifefime
Opened its arms to diversity
A blending of humanity
Vibrant ethnic neighborhoods
Enrich the environment,
Challenge a united core.
Our City of Angels
A multi-cultural universe.

Angels In My Gut
by Marvin Farber

Editor’s Note: this is one of
many poems the longtime
member, Marvin Farber, has
written, many about Los Angeles.

Arroyo Seco Parkway on National Register of Historic Places
An 8.21-mile stretch of Route110, the Arroyo Seco Parkway Historic District (from Pasadena to downtown L.A.), has
been added to the National Register of Historic Places as of February 4, 2011. The nomination was submitted by Caltrans,
and accepted years after a determination in 1983 that it was eligible for the award.

The freeway earned the designation as the first grade-separated, limited access, high-speed divided road in western U.S.
It also holds designations as a Federal Highway Administration National Scenic Byway and American Society of Civil
Engineers Historic Engineering Landmark.

The construction of L.A.’s first freeway (usually considered the nation’s first, other fast roads being toll roads) was begun
in 1938. The first leg was officially dedicated on December 31, 1940 (originally part of Route 66), the day before
Angelenos could travel on it to Pasadena’s Rose Bowl to witness Stanford beating Nebraska in the 1941 Rose Bowl
Game. Many users still refer to it as the Pasadena Freeway.
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The gymnasium and stage inside Eagle Rock’s Recreation
Center at 1100 Eagle Vista Drive appear much as they
did when the clubhouse was dedicated in 1954. In the
vast Los Angeles Recreation and Parks system, you won’t
find any facility like it, for not only is it a pristine example
of International Style architecture, it was designed by the
father and son who put the style in the architectural
lexicon—Richard and Dion Neutra. Over the weekend
of April 8, 9 and 10, Dion gathered clients and
collaborators at the Rec Center and other Neutra
buildings to recognize the 85th year of the Neutra
practice, which still continues in Silver Lake.

With its flat roof, glass clerestory windows and steel
frame, the Rec Center bears the architectural traits of the
Neutra vocabulary. Seldom examined in the trove of
literature on the Neutras, some of the Rec Center story is
available in the Public Officials Papers Collection of Cal
State L.A. John C. Holland represented Eagle Rock
during the postwar era when the City of Los Angeles
commissioned architects like the Neutras to design new
schools and playgrounds for its baby boomer population.
Holland’s City Council papers reveal that Eagle Rock’s
Women’s 20th Century Club and Chamber of Commerce
lobbied for the purchase of 30 acres of “rough terrain in
the foothill area” just below the geographic feature for
which the community was named, the Eagle Rock.
Money was available through the multi-million dollar
Playground Bond Fund of 1947, and the City purchased
the land for $35,000 from the Huntington Land and
Improvement Company in 1949. Within years, the

Recreation and ParksCommission voted to proceed with
construction of a playground and recreation center on the
foothill land. History intervened when North Korean
troops invaded South Korea in June, 1950, and America’s
National Production Authority banned the construction
of recreation facilities. Following the signing of a Korean
armistice in July, 1953, the Recreation and Parks
Commission proceeded with plans to build a $100,000
recreation center/clubhouse, and broke ground that
month after Neutra and Associates were selected as the
architects. In the end, the project cost $171,683. By
1958, baseball and softball diamonds and tennis courts
were funded. 

Eagle Rock had a first-class park, and just in time, for the
population boom was necessitating east-west highway
expansion. The 134 Freeway split the mighty Eagle Rock
from the community it was named for, including the
Neutras’ Rec Center. The park was spared, but a home
by architect Rudolph Schindler several miles to the west
at 325 Ellenwood Drive was in the freeway path, and was
demolished.

To learn more about the 85th anniversary celebration of
Neutra architecture, visit www.neutra.o.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article was written by Diane
Kanner, LACHS director, for the May issue of the Los Feliz
Ledger. The Ledger graciously gave us permission to reprint it in
our Newsletter.

Eagle Rock 
and its 
Notable
Recreation
Center
by Diane Kanner

Eagle Rock Recreation Center
Photo by Michael Locke
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FRIENDS OF THE CITY ARCHIVES
by Hynda L. Rudd

It is with great pride that I formally introduce you to
the Los Angeles City Archives. This is the first of many
articles relating interesting and historical information
about our city government.

I became the first City Archivist in 1980; during the
celebration of the city’s bicentennial. My employment
was with the City Clerk’s Office. I was City Archivist
from 1980-1985. I then became the Records
Management Officer from 1986-2001. Within the
scope of this time period, I began to realize that the city
of Los Angeles had one of the finest municipal archival
collections anywhere in this country. In 1998, the Los
Angeles City Council mandated that the Los Angeles
City Historical Society become the Friends group for
the City Archives. I hope these future articles from the
City Archives will help to broaden the history of this
incredible city for the LACHS membership.

The purpose of the City Archives' Historical Records
Program is to identify, collect, and preserve records of
historical significance originated by city government.
The City Archives represents the most unique and
esteemed component of the city's Records Management
Program. The City Archives wants to inform researchers
not affiliated with the city government about the nature
of the institution, and the resources which are available
to the public. While a body of government records
collectively known as the "city archives" has existed
since the 1830s, the City Archives was officially
established in 1980. 

Historically, the Los Angeles City Clerk's Office has
assumed responsibility for keeping official city records
and making them available to the public as well as to
city officials and employees. This responsibility was
outlined in the first City Charter of 1876, and continued
in the Charters of 1889, 1925 and 2000. While the City
Archives has records from as early as 1827, the great
bulk are from the 20th Century. 

They include records of the Los Angeles City Council
Minutes; City Council Petitions and Files; past and
current versions of the City Charter; Administrative and
Municipal Codes; Contracts; 

Deeds to and from the city; Election Files (precinct
maps from 1908 to present); departmental annual
reports; maps; photographs; financial reports and
ledgers of the City Auditor, City Controller and
Treasurer; and local municipality records from Eagle
Rock, Hollywood; San Pedro, Tujunga, Venice, Watts
and Wilmington prior to their becoming part of the
City of Los Angeles. Also included are office files of
Mayor Sam Yorty, a little of Norris Poulson, and those
of Richard Riordan. There are files of many of the
council members from Tom Bradley and Art Snyder to
the present. The staff of the City Archives has prepared
finding aids and inventories which index the historical
records of city departments, City Council and Mayor. 

Reference service is the top priority of the City Archives.
Questions and comments regarding the program are
welcomed and the user is invited to make use of the
resources for research purposes. The City Archives and
the City Records Center are located in the C. Erwin
Piper Technical Center at 555 Ramirez Street, Space
320, Los Angeles, CA 90012. The facility is open
Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Contact Todd Gaydowski, City Records Management
Officer AND Los Angeles City Historical Society
President at (213) 473-8449 or Michael Holland, acting
City Archivist at (213) 473-8441 for further assistance.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Hynda Rudd is past president of
LACHS and former board member.

A BIT OF HISTORY
The old sandstone courthouse opened in 1891, recog-
nizable by its unusual angle to Spring Street. The county’s
population was slightly over 100,000.

In 1911, the old Hall of Records was finished, with the
population, by 1926, at 1,000,000. When the city hall
was finished, L.A. had passed San Francisco, with the city’s
population reaching 1,000,000.  

One thing hadn’t changed: County and City continued to
share space. First group to move into the new City Hall
were the Superior Courts;  onto seven floors until the new
courts were finished, ’57. 
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RACE AND THE WAR ON POVERTY: From Watts to East
L.A., by Robert Bauman.  Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2008.  189 pp.  Illustrations, Notes,
Bibliography, Index.  Cloth, $34.95.  Order from
University of Oklahoma Press, 2809 Venture Drive,
Norman, OK 75069-8218; (800) 627-7377;
www.oupress.com.

by Abraham Hoffman

When President Lyndon B. Johnson declared
“unconditional war on poverty in America” in his
State of the Union address on January 8, 1964, his
hope was that the existence of poverty in a land of
plenty would be eliminated. To that end Congress
supported this goal with passage of the Economic
Opportunity Act, creating the Office of Economic
Opportunity (OEO). The law allowed local
communities to create Community Action Agencies
that could apply for federal funding to aid their
communities. Although many people believe that
Johnson lost the War on Poverty when he escalated
the U.S. role in the Vietnam War, Robert Bauman
demonstrates that the era of the War on Poverty
lasted well beyond the 1970s, even in some ways to
the present day. Los Angeles provides the case study
for Bauman’s analysis of programs that benefited from
the OEO’s federal funding. The idea that urban areas
that included pockets of poverty could receive federal
funds obviously found approval from local officials.
In Los Angeles, however, the local official who sought
to control those funds was Mayor Samuel W. Yorty. A
white power elite dominated the city at the time.
Edward R. Roybal had served as the lone Mexican
American on the Los Angeles City Council. When he
was elected to the House of Representatives in 1962,
Gilbert Lindsey, an African American, was appointed
to replace him. The Los Angeles Police Department,
under Chief William H. Parker, had a reputation for
effective law enforcement and a record of harassment
of minorities, especially of blacks and Mexicans.

Yorty saw the dollar signs and attempted to control
the federal largesse by having the Economic and
Youth Opportunities Agency run by appointed
officials who would administer the agency on a top-
down basis. The OEO stipulated that local
communities should participate on down-up basis—
that poor people should have a say in the programs
that would be created and how the money would be
spent. Yorty’s attempt to control the EYOA and the
opposition of African Americans who wanted self-
determination resulted in a delay of federal fund
disbursement. Meanwhile, the Watts Riot exploded
in August 1965, an incident that Bauman argues was

caused in large part by the failed expectations of a
frustrated black community. Complicating the issue,
black ministers and other members of the black
middle class in Los Angeles were divided in their
views as to whether to seek a compromise with or
challenge Yorty.

Bauman then devotes the rest of his book to three
agencies that eventually won OEO funding and
would continue to operate to the present day, a
validation of the term “long war on poverty” that
argues the War on Poverty did not die out in the
1970s. The agencies were the Watts Labor Com-
munity Action Committee (WLCAC), The East Los
Angeles Community Union (TELACU), and the
Chicana Service Action Center (CSAC). Each of these
agencies receives a full chapter assessing its operation
and accomplishments. Local community leaders in
the black and Hispanic communities failed to a large
degree in attempting to create an effective interracial
agency. WLCAC, TELACU, and CSAC were led by
community representatives who worked from the
“inside out” rather than the “outside in” that would
have been the case had Yorty-appointed bureaucrats
run the agencies. Each of these agencies, working
within their communities, achieved a level of progress
and achievement that would most likely not have
occurred otherwise. They created programs in adult
education, job training, economic development, and
job placement. Where WLCAC and TELACU were
dominated by males, CSAC was notable for female
empowerment.

In the decades since the 1970s these agencies have
faced new challenges as Los Angeles itself has
changed, with a diminishing African American
population, a growing percentage of Chicanos/
Latinos, and continued growth in immigration,
especially from Latin American countries. Bauman’s
tight focus on three agencies provides plenty of
information and assessment on their work, but he
gives only slight notice to the politically radical
Brown Berets, the Chicano Moratorium of August
1970, and changes in a Los Angeles Police
Department that still manages to earn negative
publicity. Pilot programs such as Teen Post are not
examined. Bauman only devotes a paragraph or so to
local agencies in other cities, inviting questions as to
similarities and differences in their experiences.
Nevertheless, this book shows that the War on
Poverty never ended, and that local agencies, while
not winning any decisive battles, are still active on
the front lines of helping poor people in Los Angeles
find a better future.

Abraham Hoffman teaches history at Los Angeles
Valley College.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership may also be submitted at www.lacityhistory.org

YES! I would like to become a member of the 
Los Angeles City Historical Society.

Name_________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

City____________________________ State______ Zip_________

Phone_______________ E-mail ____________________________

Check your choice of membership:
� $85 Sustaining
� $50 Family/Dual                  
� $35 Active
� $25 Senior/Student  
� $500 Life (Individual)  

Membership Benefits Include:
• Lectures by historians and authors at the Richard J. Riordan Central
Library’s Mark Taper Auditorium.

• Field trips to historical sites
• Advance notification of special member programs
• Tour of the Los Angeles City Archives
• Quarterly LACHS Newsletter
• Membership on committees

Please indicate how you could participate as a society member:

� Other____________________________________
� No time to help at present

Clip (or copy) and mail together with your check to:
Los Angeles City Historical Society

P.O. Box 862311
Los Angeles, CA 90086-2311

� Research
� Provide historical expertise
� Staff booths/tables at events
� Plan  programs
� Help put on programs
� Obtain speakers
� Write responses to inquiries

� Help with mailings
� Hospitality
� Prepare displays
� Fundraising
� Write grants
� Help with Newsletter
� Serve on the board of directors

History-
Related
Events
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Thursday, May 26, 7:00 p.m.
Admission free. 
Light refreshments and door prizes
Andres Pico Adobe Park
10940 Sepulveda Blvd.
Mission Hills
818/365-7410   
“Early Warner Bros. Studios,”
E..J. Stephens, speaker, book-
signing following.

THE ITALIAN AMERICAN
MUSEUM OF LOS ANGELES
Saturday, June 11, 6:30 p.m.
$65 per person
Italian Hall 
424 No. Main Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
213/485-8432
Vintage! 1910s-1940s themed
event with live music, cocktails,
wine and dinner.  Vintage or
cocktail attire.

ANNUAL MEETING OF
CONFERENCE OF
CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL
SOCIETIES
Thurs. thru Sat., June 23 thru 25
Doubletree Berkeley Marina
200 Marina Blvd.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510/548-7920
Many events: Dinner with Julia
Morgan, architect of many
Hearst properties, including San
Simeon;  visit to Bancroft
Library; talks by historians;
genealogy breakfast; bus tour of
Berkeley buildings, and more.
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Part of the audience during the reception following Tom Hines’ (4th from the left) lecture on 
April 16, including Diane Kanner, board member, (3rd from left). Photo by Michael Locke.


