
One of the three founders of LACHS was Bill
Mason, for many years curator of history at the
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.  A
respected California historian specializing in the
state’s and city’s early history, he was a prolific
writer in his field.  

Bill remained an active member of LACHS, always
willing to share his knowledge.  He was the recipient
of the Society’s J. Thomas Owen History Award in
December, 2000, just days after his death.

The following is part of a short piece by him on
California ranchos.

Under Spanish law, the ranchos were use permits,
revocable if the land was not well used or if the mission
wished to expand.  They were given, without regard to
race or inherited wealth, to those farmers whose
livestock had outgrown the communal grazing grounds
of the pueblo.

California’s first three ranchos were granted in 1784,
all in Los Angeles County:

San Pedro to Juan José Domínguez.  This is perhaps the
best known of the ranchos today.  It was the first claim
to be proven under later American legal challenges in
Los Angeles County.  Domínguez heirs owned large
parts of the area into the 1970s.

San Rafael to Mariano and José María Verdugo.  This
rancho included all of Glendale and most of Burbank.
Later Mariano Verdugo was granted Rancho Cahuenga,

just west of his brother.  The name Verdugo is still
found in Glendale.

Santa Gertrudis to Manuel and Crispin Pérez Nieto.
This was the largest of all Southern California ranchos.
It extended from the San Gabriel River to the Santa
Ana River and from the coast inland to the Camino
Real (about the line of the Santa Ana Freeway.)

With Mexican independence in 1822, the law
was changed and the ranchos became outright grants.
With a larger population and the secularization
of the missions, many more ranchos were granted.  Of 
California’s 450 ranchos, more than 400 came under

Mexican rule.

By 1835 large
houses began
to replace the
small adobe
huts that had
provided the
only shelter on
most of the
ranchos.  It
was more usual
for the ranch to
be worked by a
foreman, in the
employ of an

absentee owner.  If these ranchos physically resembled
their latter-day movie images, they were still working
ranches, not social centers.  
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LOS ANGELES’S 130th BIRTHDAY
September 4 is the city’s official birthday. On that day, in 1781, the Spanish
settlers of the pueblo were given their house lots and planting fields by Felipe de
Neve, governor of California.

On September 4, 2011, the last 9-mile portion of the walk from the Mission San
Gabriel to Los Angeles made 230 years ago to found the new pueblo will be
reenacted.  This tradition was begun in 1981 by T. Willard Hunter of Claremont
and descendants of the original 44 settlers of the pueblo.  Anyone is welcome to
participate in this tradition, provided you’re willing to get up before dawn and be
at the mission probably around 6:00 a.m. to begin the trek.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings everyone.  

2011 is speeding by and already we are planning our holiday gala.  It will be difficult to
top last year’s gala but our committee is already at work and coming up with some very
interesting ideas.  We are tentatively planning on the second Tuesday in December, thought
the date is subject to change due to venue and caterer restraints.  But please keep our gala in
mind for the week of December 13th, I hope to see you all there.  

I am proud to announce that we rolled out our newly enhanced website in June.  I hope you
will check it out at www.lacityhistory.org.  It has a great new look, links to historical
resources, and will contain updated information on all our events and activities.  Kudos to
John Jackson and to his committee for all their work on the website.

From time to time in my work with LACHS, as well as at my day job, I have reason to
research a past City official.  Perhaps as the result on an inquiry from a family member of
the official or perhaps because a historian has identified a connection between an individual
in another setting and Los Angeles, I sometimes need to determine the number of positions an
individual may have held with the City, his or her length of service in a particular office, of
the history of a particular office.  I also know that many of our members have held official
positions with the City or have family members who have been City Officials.  Wouldn’t it
be great if there was a single comprehensive data base of all the City Officials from 1850 to
the present that was accessible to historians?  Well, this has been the subject of a project of
LACHS, but more on that next time…

Thank you all for your ongoing support of LACHS.

Todd Gaydowski,

President
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Editor’s Note: Material that does not cite an author is
written by the editor.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Our newest member, Adrienne Kuykendall, is what every
organization needs and wants:  She expresses desire to
participate in our volunteer opportunities!  Don’t all
committee chairs rush to sign her up!

MEET YOUR BOARD
JOHN E. FISHER
John E. Fisher, born in Santa Monica and raised in Venice
and Playa del Rey, attended public schools, Santa Monica
City College and California State University, Long Beach,
where he obtained a B.S. in Civil Engineering and a B.A.
in Public Administration.  Most of his career, 38 years, 
has been with the City of Los Angeles Department of
Transportation. 

John’s love of history developed when he and his wife,
Sheila, were looking for a home and were attracted by
architecture of the ‘20s through the ‘30s.  A few years
later, he came across a 1937 photograph of Wilshire
Boulevard near Western Avenue that intrigued him,
particularly the Acme signal and the coned-off reversible
lane; then he noted the vintage cars and well-dressed
shoppers, an interesting contrast with the casual look and
relatively indistinctive cars of today.

A transportation engineer, he wanted to find out more
about the unusual traffic controls.  He consulted with
some old timers who knew the city’s first traffic engineer,
Ralph Dorsey, whose son, Frank, gave him his father’s
collection of newspaper clippings relating to local traffic
control, spanning 1922 to 1954.  These clippings, old
photos that later came to him from Hynda Rudd, the
City’s Archivist, begged for a story to be told. Later, he
told that story in his “Transportation Topics and Tales”,
available from the website, ladot.lacity.org, then by
clicking on “About Us” and “History”.

His interest in pioneering traffic control, Jazz Age
architecture, Big Band music, and the styles of yesteryear
lead to his being invited to be an LACHS Board member. 

JOHN M. JACKSON
A native of Tampa, Florida, John M. Jackson received a
B.A. in Literature from Troy University, an M.A. in
Literature from the University of Virginia.  He has been a
Los Angeles resident since 2007, joined the LACHS in
2010 and has been a board member since then.  He
currently manages the society’s website.  John works as a
cataloger for USC and lives with his wife, Tiffany, and
their pug Beatrice in Hermosa Beach.  He looks forward
to completing his MLIS at San Jose State University in
December

NOTEWORTHY
ANNIVERSARIES
Of particular interest on this year of possibly the last
American launch into space were two flights 50 years ago:
Alan Shepard’s first manned space mission in April, 1961
on Freedom 7 and Gus Grissom’s second, on the Liberty
Bell 7 in July, 1961. Both men were part of the original
seven U.S. astronauts. Grissom was killed in a subsequent
mission, Shepard was the first man to step on the moon –
and one of only two who walked there;  the other:  Buzz
Aldrin… North Hollywood, under that name, is turning
30 years old this year… The Hollywood Bowl, on the other
hand, has been the site of many Los Angeles events for 80
years… An innovative architect who influenced many
others, John Lautner, was born 100 years ago… And 2nd
Anniversary of the Concert Extraordinaire:  The Los
Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic, “L.A.’s only legal
orchestra,” as dubbed by the Los Angeles City Council,
performed July 30, along with its chorus, Legal Voices.
You read it in the LACHS Newsletter!… Fifty-five years
ago, President Dwight Eisenhower created the Sister Cities
program.  Three years later, Los Angeles joined the
organization.  Its president today is Councilmember Tom
LaBonge, LACHS Honorary Life Member… And let us not
forget December 7, 1941, which affected not just the U.S.
on that day, but also the Philippines, Hong Kong, Midway
and Wake islands, Guam and islands near it.

HISTORCAL SOCIETY
EVENTSCOMING UP IN
NEAR FUTURE
Conference of California Historical Societies hosts
workshop at African American Museum, August 24; and a
symposium in San Jose, September 30 to October 1.

Associated Historical Societies of Los Angeles County will
hold its Fall Mini-Conference at Sierra Madre, October 15.

Conference of California Historical Societies will hold its
Spring Symposium in Pasadena, February, 2012.



Catherine Rose Mulholland was born on April 8,
1923, at the Hollywood Methodist Hospital.  Her
father, William Perry Mulholland, was one of five

children born to William Mulholland and his wife Lillie.
Perry and his wife, Addie Haas, also would have two more
children, Richard and Patricia.  Catherine grew up in
Northridge in the west San Fernando Valley and attended a
number of local schools, graduating from Canoga Park High
School in 1940.

Catherine became aware early that her grandfather William
was an important figure in Los Angeles history, though one

who was a controversial person.  She knew him mainly as a
man who said little and would sit smoking a pipe or cigar for
long periods of time.  Yet affection between grandfather and
granddaughter can be seen in an early photograph.  When
Catherine grew older she became aware of the failure of the
St. Francis Dam in 1928, a tragedy that left a permanent
mark on her grandfather, the chief engineer of the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power, who died in 1935.
When Catherine was attending high school, a campaign was
undertaken to construct a memorial fountain in honor of
William’s contributions to the city.  School children were

solicited for pennies to contribute to the campaign, and
Catherine recalled that the teasing could be quite nasty as
pennies were precious during the Great Depression.
Schoolmates complained about being asked to contribute to
“her” memorial.

After high school Catherine attended the University of
California at Berkeley, where she majored in English and
earned a Bachelor’s degree.  She moved to New York and
earned a Master’s degree in English, plus enjoying the life
style at Greenwich Village and discovering a lifelong interest
in jazz and other music, and formed a lifelong friendship

with jazz great Charlie Mingus.
Catherine became politically active
while at Columbia, working to end
racial discrimination in student housing.
After obtaining her degree she returned
to Berkeley in 1947 to study for a
doctorate in English, but this effort was
permanently interrupted when she
married Gerard Hurley, an English
professor, in 1949.  However, she did
take some graduate history courses and
studied under Herbert E. Bolton, a
renowned history professor.  The
Hurleys had three children, Jim, Willie,
and Katie, but were divorced in 1976.

Catherine’s interest in putting her
English major to work can be seen in “A
Wedding in the Valley,” a play she wrote
shortly after her marriage.  The play won

an honorable mention in a contest; it concerned a farm family
in the San Fernando Valley. With two of her children grown
and gone, Catherine and her daughter returned to the San
Fernando Valley, and she wrote numerous plays and stories,
and also books based on family history: Calabasas Girls: An
Intimate History, 1885-1912 (1976), Owensmouth Baby
(1987), and Calabasas Lives: Pioneers of a Western Outpost
(2009). But it would be the examination of her grandfather’s
life that would become her magnum opus.
Throughout her life Catherine was concerned about the
misinformation over William Mulholland’s role in bringing
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A Tribute to
CATHERINE MULHOLLAND (1923-2011)

By Abraham Hoffman

She is shown during the dinner with, l. to r., Tony Gardner (Archivist, Special Collection, Cal State Northridge, Todd Gaydowski,
Cindy Ventueth  (Director of Development, Cal State Northridge), and Scott Colglazier, Senior Minister, First Congregational Church).
Photo by Michael Locke.



water from the Owens River to the city by way of the Los
Angeles Aqueduct.  While resentment from Owens Valley
residents was understandable, myths and distortions had
garbled recollections, and the entire topic of the Owens
Valley-Los Angeles water controversy was mired in too much
incompetent and inadequate research.  Catherine spent ten
years, roughly 1990-2000, doing the hard work of replacing
misstatement with fact, making two trips to Ireland to
discover family background, and utilizing primary sources
that had long been neglected and overlooked.  In 2000
William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles was published
by the University of California Press.  

Reviewers who perhaps anticipated that the book would be
a hagiographic whitewash were impressed by the depth of
Catherine’s research, her objectivity, and her willingness to
tell William’s story warts and all.  The book was a success,
and Catherine found herself giving many presentations about
it.  She took no prisoners in evaluating how others had told
the story, pronouncing William Kahrl’s Water and Power book
“a polemic masquerading as a scholarly study” and Marc
Reisner’s Cadillac Desert “a screed.”  Her book made it clear
that any scholars, academic or self-styled, who failed to equal
her depth of research would publish at their peril.

Documentary filmmakers usually disappointed Catherine
and led to her reluctance to be interviewed about William
Mulholland.  She despised the many errors in the episode on
her grandfather in the PBS miniseries Cadillac Desert, based
on Reisner’s book.  Similarly, she also thought the motion
picture Chinatown a cruel joke.  This is the 1974 fictional
movie that people have been led to believe is a true story
about her grandfather's life.

In a letter to New Yorker Magazine, dated April 18, 200l, she
remarked:

“Subsequent political enemies, muckraking journalists and
pop historians have merged these complicated series of
historic events into a grand conspiratorial theory of robber
barons and sinister plots that came to flower into the film
‘Chinatown’.”

She summed it up this way:  “Good movie, lousy history.”
She would say to friends that the irony is that many
progressives in the news media and film industry support
these beliefs when the opposite was true.  “He was a straight-
shooter with progressive views throughout his life, and never

used his position to enrich himself or others, and the record
is there for those who will take the time to look.”
Yet she tried to see the best in people and recognized the
limitations of documentaries that tried to tell complex tale
in 30 minutes or an hour.  Her views can be seen in the Los
Angeles History Project’s episode on William Mulholland
on PBS, on a History Channel program that dealt with the
failure of the St. Francis Dam, and in an in-house video done
by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power.

In her last years, Catherine remained active in water issues
with like-minded friends in the Los Angeles Water and
Power Associates, Inc. (WAPA), an independent group
concerned with Los Angeles water and power matters and
similar issues pertaining to California and the West.

Founded in 1971, WAPA met monthly at local restaurants,
in recent years at the Taix on Sunset Boulevard.  Guest
speakers sometimes found they were occupying a hot seat in
the spirited discussions that followed their presentations.
Most of the Board of Directors were former DWP employees
with decades of service to the agency; others included
historians and attorneys.  WAPA took occasional field trips.
One memorable journey took place in 2001 when the
Metropolitan Water District sponsored a tour of Parker Dam
and the Colorado River Aqueduct.  Members met at MWD
headquarters at Union Station and went by bus to the river,
and everyone was treated like royalty.  There was plenty of
opportunity for Catherine to show her salty sense of humor,
something that her nephew Tom and niece Christine, who
were also on the trip, were apparently used to.

In her last years Catherine suffered from failing eyesight and
could no longer drive alone to the WAPA meetings.
However, she was already taking part in a carpool with 
Ken Downey, Dave Oliphant, and Abe Hoffman, so there
was no problem in attending meetings.  She had served the
organization as vice president and actively participated in the
discussions at the meetings.

Nothing stays the same forever.  Catherine will long be
remembered for her generosity in sharing her research work
and materials with others, exemplified by her donation of
family records and artifacts to California State University,
Northridge.

Editor’s Note:  Catherine Mulholland attended
LACHS’s Gala in December, 2010.
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Most would not
recognize 10th
Street as one of

the most reliable streets
be-tween Downtown and
the West Side.  But it is
indeed.

In the 1924 Major Traffic
Street Plan, 10th Street
was predicted to be “…
one of the greatest central
thoroughfares of Los
Angeles…”  It was a
visionary statement for a
street that was continuous
only through Downtown
Los Angeles and only a 40
feet wide residential street westerly thereof.  But during the
1920s a 100-foot right-of-way was designated for the street,
a jog elimination project was planned at Figueroa Street and
alignment studies were conducted.

Progress on developing the 10th Street arterial was stalled
due to City funding constraints of the Great Depression.
However, State legislation made funds available to develop
designated State highways in urban areas and 10th Street
was designated as future California 26.  State highway status
provided funds that otherwise would not have been
available.

The name, 10th Street, did not suggest the class of Wilshire
Boulevard, the imagery of Sunset Boulevard, nor the
historical context of La Brea Avenue.  City fathers brilliantly
identified a new name for the street, befitting the City’s
pride and international prominence, as reaffirmed by its the-
then recent hosting of the 1932 Olympic Games.  Because
that event was the 10th Olympiad of the modern era, 10th
Street was renamed Olympic Boulevard.

By 1938, major improvements were completed.  The jog at
Figueroa Street was eliminated.  Near Alvarado Street,
Hoover Street and Arlington Avenue, Olympic Boulevard
was realigned away from 10th Street to provide continuity.
Westerly of Lucerne Boulevard, Country Club Drive was

renamed Olympic
Boulevard, widened
throughout and extended
through the 20th
Century Fox movie
studio property.  Further
improvements were
disrupted by World War
2.  But shortly after the
War ended, the final
links of Olympic
Boulevard were con-
structed in 1948.  These
links were between
Crenshaw Boulevard and
Lucerne Boulevard and
between Centinela
Avenue and Lincoln

Boulevard.  The latter project was built as a landscaped
divided parkway with no driveways through the City of
Santa Monica.

Olympic Boulevard quickly became the east-west route of
choice for commuters.  There was so much demand that in
1949 off-center lane operation was initiated by the City
between Figueroa Street and Robertson Boulevard.  This
involved coning four lanes in one direction (eastbound in
the morning and westbound in the afternoon) with two
lanes in the opposite direction.  This practice lasted until
1966, shortly after the Santa Monica Freeway, Interstate 10,
was opened.  Olympic Boulevard was then relinquished by
the State.

Although it does have points of congestion, Olympic
Boulevard often is chosen over the Santa Monica Freeway
for travel time reliability.  We often are asked why it flows
so much better than other east-west streets, such as Wilshire
Boulevard.  The reason is that so much of the route was built
in residential areas and reaches with few driveways.  As a
result, there are fewer traffic signals and minimal “friction”
resulting from driveway access and parking maneuvers.

The next time you drive Olympic Boulevard think of the
number, “10,” the reliable alternate route to the Interstate
10 Freeway, the 10th Olympiad and 10th Street.
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The Street That’s a “10”
by John E. Fisher
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There was a time when New Yorkers would say, “L.A.
has no culture.  Where are the museums?”

Nobody can say that today.  A glance at the following
list proves that we have both in Los Angeles County,
and the variety and excellence are impressive:

Autry Museum of Western Heritage
Chinese American Museum
Downey Museum of Art
The Getty Center
Getty Villa
The Fowler Museum of Cultural History, UCLA 
Hammer Museum, UCLA
Huntington Library
Natural History Museum of L.A. County
Travel Town Museum
Korean American Museum
Japanese American National Museum
Latino Museum of History, Art and Culture
Los Angeles County Museum of Art
Heritage Square Museum
Mural Conservancy of Los Angeles
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA)
Museum of Jurassic Technology
Museum of Latin American Art, Long Beach
Museum of Neon Art
Museum of Television & Radio
Norton Simon Museum
Pacific Asian Museum
Santa Monica Museum of Art
Simon Wiesenthal Center
Southwest Museum
Track 16 Gallery & Smart Art Press
University Art Museum, Cal State Long Beach
Watts Towers of Simon Rodia State Historic Park
Carol & Barry Kaye Museum of Miniatures
Chumash Interpretive Center, Thousand Oaks
Fort MacArthur Museum
Fort Tejon, Lebec
Grandma Prisbey’s Bottle Village, Simi Valley
Ronald W. Reagan Presidential Library & Museum, 
L.A. Fire Department Museum, 
Banning Residence Museum
Travel Town Museum of Flight, Hawthorne

Will Rogers State Historic Park
Workman & Temple Family Homestead
Museum, City of Industry

California African American Museum
California Science Center
L.A. Museum of Tolerance
Skirball Cultural Center
Page Museum of L.A. County & La Brea Tar Pits 
(Part of Natural History Museum of L.A. County)

Peterson Automotive Museum
American Film Institute
Hollywood Wax Museum
L.A. Police Historical Society Museum
Long Beach Museum of Art
L.A. Maritime Museum
Catalina Island Museum
Hollyhock House & Galleries at Barnsdall Park
Pasadena Museum of History
Hollywood Bowl Museum
The Barn (History of Movie Industry)
Hollywood Heritage Museum
Fisher Museum of Art, USC
Wells Fargo Museum
Craft and Folk Art Museum
L.A. County Fire Dept. Museum, Bellflower
William S. Hart Museum (Part of Natural History  
Museum of LAC) Newhall

California Heritage Museum
Hollywood Museum
Museum of the American West
Grammy Museum
The Paley Center for Media
*Nettercutt Collection & Museum, Sylmar

(Formerly Sylmar Tower of Beauty)
Drum Barracks Civil War Museum

*Merle Nettercut Norman of cosmetics fame co-
founded company in 1931 with nephew, Jack
Nuttercutt. Later, he co-founded the museum, Sylmar
Tower of Beauty; much later he bought museum from
the Normans and changed the name.

ANYONE WHO KNOWS OF OTHERS, PLEASE
SEND INFORMATION TO EDITOR.

SO... LOS ANGELES HAS NO MUSEUMS? 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR LACHS
DECEMBER GALA MENU 
Pio Pico’s Pico House featured an 1886 Christmas
Dinner for all to savor.  We reprint it here as a suggestion
to the committee making plans for our own December
Gala this year.

Soup
Puree a la St. Germaine, Consomme a la Colbert 

Hors D’Oeuvre
Radishes, Shrimp Salad, Mayonnaise Dressing,

Olives, Celery
Fish

Filet of Sole a la Normande
Potatoes a la Duchess

Releves
Crustades a la Monglas

Boiled
Southdown Mutton, Caper Sauce

Ham, Madera Sauce Capon a la Perigord
Entrees

Tenderloin of Beef Larded a la Trianon
Chicken Sauce a la Parisienne

Mutton Chops a la Villeroi
Chicken Croquette with Puree of Mushrooms

Apricots a la Conde
Roast

Stuffed Turkey, Cranberry Sauce 
Young Suckling Pig, Stuffed, Apple Sauce
Short Ribs of Beef with Brown Potatoes
Saddle of Mutton with Jelly Loin of Beef

Lamb, Mint Sauce
Vegetables

New Green Peas New String Beans
Stuffed Tomatoes Cauliflower Spinach

Mashed Potatoes Boiled Potatoes
Baked Potatoes Sweet Potatoes

Pastry
Apple, Cranberry and English Mince Pies
Christmas Plum Pudding, sauce Cognac

Dessert
Neopolitaine Ice Cream

La Paz Sherry Wine Jelly Charlotte Russe
Fanchionette     Frosted Citron Cake

Sponge Cake Fruit Cake Slices
Angel Cake Fruit Cake Slices

Angel Cake Macaroons Fancy Cake
Assorted California Fruits Figs

Confectionery   London Layers Mixed Nuts
Crackers Cheese

Doggy Bag, anyone?

ONLY IN L.A.
For weeks prior to July 15 of this year, Los Angeles
residents were preparing for Carmageddon.  Beginning
at 7:00 p.m. on that Friday, a ten-mile stretch of the
405 Freeway through the Sepulveda Pass would be
closed to all traffic for 53 hours to allow for the
demolition of part of the Mulholland Drive Bridge
above one of the busiest freeways in the nation. 

Massive gridlocks throughout city streets and the
freeway systems of the region were anticipated.  

Those of us who lived through the 1984 Olympics
should have known:  With detailed planning by traffic
engineers and public officials, as well as extensive
coverage and dire predictions by the news media,
Angelenos showed the world that they could stay out of
the car for a couple of days.  Traffic on the 405 was light!
Construction workers cooperated and finished 17 hours
ahead of schedule, enabling early reopening of the often
clogged artery.  

Los Angeles experienced whatever is the opposite of
Carmageddon. 

FINDING AID FOR THE
LOS ANGELES HISTORICAL
SOCIETY RECORDS
The above title is UCLA’s collection title for records in
its Special Collections, accessible only by appointment,
of various files, books and records of the Los Angeles
Historical Society that was founded in 1924 and
disbanded in 1956.

The group limited its activities to the history of Los
Angeles, and the collection contains material on the
gold discovery centennial, military highway project,
Spanish names of streets, and references to business
transacted by the society itself, such as minutes, lists of
contributors, manuscripts and similar subjects.

This apparently was the second Los Angeles Historical
Society.  Your editor found a reference in Harris
Newmark’s book, Sixty Years in Southern California, to
an organization of that name, without any details. 

LACHS has one distinction over its “predecessors”:
This year, we are turning 35 years old.
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In 1999, U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Arthur I. Alarcon
started a list of practitioners in the Los Angeles legal world
who he thought deserved special recognition for work
performed while they were alive.  Seven years later, the
Criminal Justice Wall of Fame was dedicated at the Clara
Shortridge Foltz Justice Center.  Judge Alarcon had obtained
backing for the project.

At the beginning, the Wall contained 82 names of men and
women who, in their colleagues’ opinions, were deserving
of being honored for their outstanding conduct,
professionalism and significant contributions to the criminal

justice system.  Since then, a few more names have been
added as lawyers left this world; there are now 100.

Following are a few of the exceptional people who
contributed in many ways to the practice of law in Los
Angeles since we became an American city.

LAWYERS WHO WERE JUDGES
One of these was Georgia P. Bullock (1878 - 1957).  When
her husband died, she decided to become a lawyer,
graduating from the USC law school in 1914.  She served 
in various capacities until joining the County District
Attorney’s Office in 1917.  Three years later, she was
appointed a judge on the Woman’s Court.  When it was
absorbed into the Los Angeles Municipal Court, she became

a Municipal Court judge, and in 1932.was appointed
to the Superior Court, the first woman to achieve this.
She also was the first woman to be a member of the 
Los Angeles Bar Association.

Benjamin I. Hayes (1815 – 1877), a Baltimore native,
graduate of William and Mary College, was admitted
to practice in Maryland.  He arrived in Los Angeles in
1850, by mule, registering at the Bella Union Hotel:
The first American lawyer in the new state was helped
in his career through his ability to speak Spanish.  After
a short stint as county attorney, he was elected judge of
the first judicial district of California.  The first judge
to serve in the “clock tower” court building on Temple
Street, he made history ruling that a man could not
transport slaves to Texas.  For a year he was district
attorney in San Diego, and finally a state assemblyman,
1867 – 1868.

Circumstances of history placed on Agustin Olvera’s
(1821 – 1876) shoulders the task of bridging the
transition from Mexican to American rule.  While a
Mexican commissioner, he signed the Treaty of
Cahuenga.  While Gen. Bennett C. Riley served as the
seventh, and last, U.S. Military Governor of California
prior to the latter’s statehood, he appointed Olvera
Judge of the First Instance, 1849; he next was elected
the first county judge of the County of Los Angeles,
1850.  Until the Board of Supervisors was established
two years later, he – along with his two associate
justices – was responsible for administering county
business.  In 1853, he entered private practice.  His
colleagues held him in sufficient esteem so that one 
of the Los Angeles Common Council’s acts before
becoming the City Council, was to change the name of
Wine Street to Olvera Street in 1877, thus his name is
still recognized as someone special.

LAWYERS WHO WERE CRIMINAL DEFENSE
COUNSEL
New York-born Grant B. Cooper (1903 – 1990) had
an inauspicious beginning.  He dropped out of high

CRIMINAL JUSTICE WALL OF FAME

Continued on page 10
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school, did odd jobs, then signed on with an oil tanker to come
to California.  After arriving in Los Angeles, he was hired by
an uncle who was a lawyer.  That inspired him to enroll at
Southwest University School of Law, graduating in 1926.
Later in his career he served as Chief Deputy District Attorney
for Los Angeles County.  Subsequently, he helped Mayor
Fletcher Bowron rid the city of a gambling syndicate. He
helped found the American College of Trial Lawyers, was
president of the Los Angeles County Bar Association, vice-
president of the California State Bar.  Among his clients while
he was a defense attorney, his clients included Sirhan Sirhan,
Robert Kennedy’s assassin.

Iowa-born Jerry Giesler (1886 – 1962) came to Los Angeles
in 1907 and almost immediately entered law school at USC.
He dropped out and finished his studies in the office of Earl
Rogers, being admitted to the bar in 1910.  He helped defend
the nation’s best known criminal defense lawyer, Clarence
Darrow, then became famous defending Alexander Pantages,
movie mogul, and continued being the “attorney to the stars”
defending such Hollywood luminaries as Errol Flynn, Robert
Mitchum, director Busby Berkeley, exotic dancer Lili St. Cyr,
Charlie Chaplin, gangster Bugsy Siegel, producer Walter
Wanger and L.A. County District Attorney Buron Fitts.
When a big name was in trouble, the country got used to see
Giesler’s name in banner headlines.  He was the first president
of the Criminal Courts Bar Association of Los Angeles.

After acquiring a law degree from USC, Gladys Towles Root
(1905 – 1982) was admitted to practice law in California in
1929, at a time when women lawyers were very scarce, and
became very successful.  During her 55-year career, she
maintained an average of 75 courtroom appearance a month,
including through two pregnancies.  Her reputation was built
on defending poor clients for little money, or sometimes pro
bono.  She was considered one of the best cross-examiners in
California.  She often defended clients when others refused.
She became a well-known figure in Los Angeles City Hall
where employees and the public recognized her easily through
her extraordinary hats and outfits as she rode up the elevators
to the upper floors where the Superior Courts were located for
many years.  She died as she may have wished:  She was in a
Pomona courtroom defending two brothers in a rape case,
dressed in a gold dress (and probably one of her over-sized
hats), when she unexpectedly collapsed, dying at a Pomona
hospital two hours later.

Stephen M. White (1853 – 1901) is forever
enshrined in the memory of Angelenos for his seven-
year fight to establish San Pedro as the Los Angeles
Harbor.  After his death he was acclaimed as the
state’s “most brilliant genius” and “perhaps the most
eminent of the State’s native sons.”  Born in San
Francisco, he attended Santa Clara College, had his
first exposure to law in the office of Charles Bruce
Younger, Sr., and admitted to the bar in 1874.  He
moved to Los Angeles, but experiencing great
difficulty in establishing himself even though he was
a good speaker, fluent writer and quick debater.  He
decided to move to another city when he was invited
to speak at a St. Patrick’s Day celebration; he decided
to accept.  The event changed his entire life for the
very large crowd was extremely impressed.  He soon
won a case, and he was on his way to fame and success.
He served as Los Angeles County District Attorney
from 1882 to 1884, was a charter member of the first
Los Angeles County Bar Association, a member of the
California State Senate, 1887 – 1891, where he was
president pro tem both sessions and Acting
Lieutenant Governor, and later was a U.S. Senator,
1893.  It was during this time that he won the Free
Harbor Fight that resulted in San Pedro as L.A.’s
deep-water harbor.  He was remembered by those who
knew him for his extraordinary skill as a criminal
defense attorney.

LAWYERS WHO WERE PROSECUTORS
John F. Dockweiler (1895 – 1943) was born in Los
Angeles, attended parochial schools, graduated from
Loyola College and then USC before attending the
law department of Harvard University.  After being
admitted to the bar in 1921, he began his practice in
Los Angeles.  He served three terms in Congress
(1933 – 1939) then won the race for Los Angeles
County District Attorney, defeating incumbent
Buron Fitts, his first big assignment being
preparation for the prosecution of gangster Bugsy
Siegel.  He was able to institute reforms as a DA.  
He created the Bureau of Crime Research and
Prevention, reorganized the Bureau of Investigation,
bringing it under civil service ending the influence
of political patronage and was investigating
allegations of police brutality in Los Angeles when he
died unexpectedly of pneumonia in 1943.

Criminal Justice Wall of Fame Continued from page 9
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Clara Shortridge Foltz (1849 – 1934) had to be a
remarkable woman to have become the first woman to
have a California law changed that forbad women – and
minorities – from being admitted to the California State
Bar (in 1878), and then becoming the first woman who
qualified under the new law.  Although she now could
practice, she decided to go to law school to learn more.
She was denied admittance to University of California’
Hastings School of Law.  She filed a law suit contending
that Hastings violated her right to equal protection,
served as her own lawyer, and won.  California appealed,
but the California Supreme Court ordered to have her
admitted.  She led a campaign to establish the Public
Defender’s Office throughout the country; her success in
this undertaking is considered one of her greatest
accomplishments.  At 61, she became the first woman
Deputy District Attorney.  Throughout the rest of her
life, she continued to fight for causes to improve life for
many segments of the population.  The respect in which
her colleagues hold her resulted in the Criminal Courts
Building being named in her honor.

Evelle J. Younger (1919 – 1989) was a native of
Nebraska with a varied background.  After law School
he was an FBI Special Agent, in Army Intelligence in
India during WW II, then a Los Angeles Deputy City
Attorney and City Prosecutor for the City of Pasadena,
served in the Korean Conflict in the Air Force Reserve,
attaining the rank of major general.  In 1953, after
returning to Los Angeles, he was appointed to the Los
Angeles Municipal Court, until he was elected to the
Los Angeles Superior Court in 1958 then appointed
District Attorney of Los Angeles in 1964.  While
serving in that capacity, he opened branches and
reorganized the office bureaus.  He created the Special
Investigations Division.  During his incumbency, the
Sirhan Sirhan, Manson Family cases and those
stemming from the Watts Riots were prosecuted.  He
was elected Attorney General in 1970, and after
retirement became a partner in a Los Angeles law firm.

SUBSEQUENT ADDITIONS
Since the original inductions, names have been added,
in 2001 and 2011, in all three categories, following
nominations by the District Attorney and pursuant to
individuals’ deaths.  There are now a total of 102 names. 

�

TIDBITS OF HISTORY
In 1805, the first American trading ship arrives in 
San Pedro… L.A.’s first ayuntamiento (common
council) was elected in 1812… 1835, the pueblo’s
designation was officially changed as it was declared a
ciudad (city) and the capital of California… The first
L.A. census shows the population as 141… Next year,
the state’s first gold discovery took place in Placerita
Canyon… In Monterey, in 1846, Commodore John
Sloat proclaimed California a possession of the U.S.…
A general election took place in 1849 to elect
delegates to a state constitutional convention, held in
Monterey between September 1 and October 13.  The
same year, before we were officially a state, the first
two senators to the U.S. Senate were elected by the
California legislature:  John C. Fremont and William
M. Gwin… April 4, 1850, Sonoma and Los Angeles
were incorporated, with L.A.’s first mayor, Dr.
Alpheus P. Hodges, elected on July 1… The first
meeting of the Common Council, with David W.
Alexander as council president, was on July 3 of that
year, with California admitted as the 31st state that
September 9 – news of which didn’t reach here until
October 18, 1852, the Gilmore adobe built in Rancho
La Brea;  it still exists, within today’s Farmer’s Market
at 3rd Street and Fairfax Avenue… The first L.A.
school house:  1855… Ten years later, the first local
college, St. Vincent’s (now Loyola Marymount) in
downtown.  Today, the city is home to 42 colleges and
universities… 1868, the first street lights… 1871, a
first step:  Isaac Van Nuys buys 60,000 acres in the
San Fernando Valley… 1873, the seedless navel
orange was introduced locally, from Brazil… 1874,
the city’s network of streetcars was born, through the
efforts of Judge Robert M. Widney.  It’s drawn by
horses… 1890, population of 50,000, with the official
flag coming into being… The first automobile comes
to the city, 1897… The next year, the first symphony
orchestra is heard, the eighth in the country… 1899,
first breakwater construction in San Pedro.  The city
is on the way to the present status of the Port of 
Los Angeles… Mass production of the Ford Model T
was started locally in 1908… L.A. has pioneered many
traffic aids.  In 1930, center lines were painted,
probably the first in the country… The “red car”
stopped operation in 1961… Hated by many drivers,
the diamond lane came into being in 1976 on several
freeways, allowing cars with two or more occupants
to by-pass red signals at the end of on-ramps. 

Continued from page 10
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NEW HISTORIC DISTRICT
UNVEILED
by Diane Kanner

“What a relief!” Carla DeGovia of North Gramercy Place
admitted when she gathered with neighbors July 16 to
celebrate acceptance by the Los Angeles City Council of her
neighborhood as a historic district.  “No more demolished
bungalows!”  In the new Hollywood Grove HPOZ, between
Canyon Drive and Western Avenue, from Franklin Avenue
north to Foothill Drive, the good life of a single family home
neighborhood appears secured.  Block after block, one
relatively flat street after the other, Hollywood Grove seems
frozen in time.

There was reason for doubt that it would remain so.
Redevelopment is underway on the south side of Franklin,
and commercial development around Bronson and Canyon
Drives was at the back door. Five years ago, when the
Hollywood United Neighborhood Council suggested a
historic preservation overlay zone to allow review of residents’
proposed structural alterations, Scott Larson of Canyon Drive,
and the Neighborhood Council, took the lead.  Reviewing
HPOZ “how to” manuals provided by Los Feliz Improvement
Association representative Marian Dodge, Larson contacted
the City of LA Department of City Planning.

“One hurdle after another presented itself,” he told the
neighborhood gathering, which took place in the back yard
of the home he shares with his wife Gwyn and their
daughter Johanna.  Because of shrinking budgets, he was
told that years would pass before a historic district proposal
could reach the City Council.  To Larson, with a background
in law, public relations and hospital administration, the
situation called for action.

“He reminded me of a ferocious defensive back,” City
Councilmember Tom LaBonge said in his remarks to the
neighborhood group.  Larson brought allies in the community
to LaBonge’s City Hall office and Larson’s determination
resonated. 

“Tom walked us through the appropriate city departments,”
Larson recalled. “‘Make it happen’ he told them.”  The
councilmember found a portion of the funding needed within
city coffers to contract with historic survey consultants 
ICF Jones & Stokes, and Hollywood Grove neighbors pitched
in with the remainder.

In the end, 139 properties were profiled.  Of those, over 
three-fourths had the attributes of the era in which they were
built and helped make the impression that the community
was intact.  Among those 139, 70 percent of homeowners
signed petitions supporting the HPOZ.  With research and
public support behind them, Larson and LaBonge had the
ammunition needed to alert the once reluctant Planning
Department. The motion to create the district sailed through
the City Council.

Following the celebration at the Larson home, residents
toured seven bungalows spread from one end of the district to
the other.  Swimming pools in backyards, and contemporary
kitchens and bathrooms were as much crowd pleasers as a
former stable now serving as a home office.  Because historic
district design review concerns itself with a property’s exterior,
Hollywood Grove residents will be able to continue installing
such modern conveniences. 

Editor’s Note:  This article was written by Diane Kanner for
the Los Feliz Ledger.  We thank the Ledger for permission to
use it.

LACHS members, Diane Kanner (top, left) and Kathy Kolnik (next) celebrate new historic district designation.  
Photo by Michael Locke.



The above words were Delmar
Watson’s motto and the title of one
of his three books.

Your editor came across a press
release sent out by Teena Stern,
LACHS president in the ‘90s, and
since it tells the Watsons’ story so
well, she decided to reprint it:
“There was a time during the
1940s and 1950s when four of the
five major newspapers in Los
Angeles employed a news
photographer named Watson.  It
was more than a coincidence – all six of them were
brothers.  Coy Jr, Harry, Bill, Delmar, Garry and Bobs
Watson had all been inspired and trained by their uncle,
pioneer L.A. Times photog George R. Watson.  The
family’s collection of news photographs documents 85
years of 20th century Los Angeles.

“Delmar Watson is now a commercial photographer,
lecturer, author, publisher and curator of the Watson
Family Archives.  He’ll be presenting his popular slide
show, Quick Watson, the Camera, on Tuesday, February 27th
at 7:30 p.m. at Pacific Bell’s auditorium at 1010 Wilshire
Blvd. in downtown Los Angeles.

‘The Watson family is a legend in Los Angeles,” said Teena
Stern, president of the Los Angeles City Historical Society,
which is sponsoring the talk.  ‘Their news pictures are now
valuable tools for modern historians,’ she said.

“Watson’s presentation is a nostalgic journey even for
people who weren’t in L.A. or even born yet in the ‘20s,
‘30s, ‘40s or ‘50s.  ‘Things happening in Los Angeles 
then were truly reflective of what was happening around
the world,’ says Watson.  ‘And because of motion pictures,
everyone everywhere knew about Los Angeles.’

“In fact, the Watson brothers and their three sisters got
their start making those motion pictures.”

The children acted in more than 1,000 films.  Delmar

played opposite Shirley Temple in
Heidi and, with his brothers,
appeared in Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington. Brother Bobs played
opposite Spencer Tracey in Boys
Town. Their father, Coy Watson, Sr.,
was a pioneer special effects man 
for Douglas Fairbanks, Sr.
“But it was their Uncle George that
inspired the six Watson boys to 
step behind the cameras when they
outgrew the world of child acting.

“Uncle George was the first staff
photographer ever hired by the Los Angeles Times as well as
the inventor of microfilm and the early photo print dryer,’
said Watson ‘He also took the first aerial photos ever
taken of Los Angeles and Hollywood and was founder of
the Los Angeles Press Photographers Association.  He was
truly an inspiration.’

“Delmar Watson has published three books that include
Watson family photographs:  Quick Watson, the Camera;
75 Years of News Photography; Los Angeles, The Olympic City
1932; and Going Hollywood, 1887-1987.”

Editor’s Note: This release omitted the fact that 
Delmar (July 1, 1926 to October 26, 2008) a long-time
LACHS member and unofficial photographer at Society
events, had inherited his uncle’s Watson Family
Photographic Archive.  Since his death, his nephew
Daniel, a news and commercial photographer, once 
with the Natural History Museum, has taken over.  The
collection represents four generations of Watsons, more
than a century of photographs and original negatives,
including glass negatives, with a total of over two million
images.

It all started with James Watson, who came to L.A. late
in the 19th Century.  He shot pictures of four-masted
schooners in San Pedro Harbor, Buffalo Bill in 1902, 
the bombing of the Times Building in 1910.  His two
sons, Coy and George, followed, then the six Watson
Brothers, and now Daniel.
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NEW LIBRARY HOURS
THROUGHOUT SYSTEM
Thanks to Los Angeles voters passing Measure L in the March
election, Los Angeles Public Library hours have been
improved by restoring Monday service to all 73 libraries.  As
of July 18, they are:

CENTRAL LIBRARY & REGIONAL LIBRARIES:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday, 10 to 5:30
Tuesday & Thursday, 10 to 8
Closed Sundays and holidays

BRANCH LIBRARIES:
Monday, Wednesday & Saturday, 10 to 5:30
Tuesday & Thursday, 12:30 to 8
Friday, 1:30 to 5:30
Closed Sunday and Holidays

NOTE; Robertson Branch is closed Saturday and open
Sunday, 1 to 5

A little-known fact is that the Public Library system receives
help from about 7,000 volunteers.  There are unlimited
opportunities for people with some hours to contribute 
to their favorite branch library near their home, or to the
regional or Central Library.  Examples of the type of
assignments available:

Central Library docents
Friends groups – supporting individual departments
Grandparents & Books (GAB) – adults 21 and older who
share their love of books with children by reading to them at
a library
Homebound Friends and Neighbors – delivering books
and library materials to retirement or healthcare facilities, or
people’s homes
Literacy – providing individual instruction in basic reading
and writing skills
Special Events – playing host at cultural and educational
programs at children’s festivals, poetry readings, author-led
book discussions and lectures
Special Projects – introducing patrons to computers and
other electronic resources, assisting in the gift store at Central
Library, processing books, and tutoring and mentoring teens.
And finally, the Library Foundation of Los Angeles is always
happy to welcome new members.

For details, call 213/228-7540

YES! I would like to become a member of
the Los Angeles City Historical Society.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Membership may also be submitted at
www.lacityhistory.org

Name

Address

City State         Zip 

Phone 

E-mail Address

(Check your choice of membership) 

� $85 Sustaining

� $50 Family/Dual                  

� $35  Active

� $25 Senior/Student  

�   $500  Life (Individual) 

Membership Benefits Include:
• Lectures by historians and authors at the Richard J.

Riordan Central Library’s Mark Taper Auditorium.
• Field trips to historical sites
• Advance notification of special member programs
• Tour of the Los Angeles City Archives
• Quarterly LACHS Newsletter
• Membership on committees

≈
Clip (or copy) and mail, together with your check to:
Los Angeles City Historical Society
P.O. Box 862311
Los Angeles, CA 90086-2311
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THE MOGULS AND THE DICTATORS:
Hollywood and the Coming of World War II,
by David Welky.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2008.  416 pp.  Illustrations,
Notes, Essay on Sources, Index.  Cloth, $45.
Order from Johns Hopkins University Press,
2715 North Charles Street, Baltimore, MD
21218-4363; www.press.jhu.edu.

by Abraham Hoffman

During the late 1930s President Franklin D.
Roosevelt cautiously moved the foreign policy 
of the United States from isolationism to
preparedness for war.  In order to create the sea
change in public thinking, FDR knew that
people had to redirect their views of the nation 
as a fortress separated from European and Asian
aggression by two oceans to concern that fascism
could take root here.  The most popular form 
of entertainment, however, proved hesitant in
stimulating public awareness of the dangers of
Nazism.  Motion picture studios relied on foreign
markets for their films as an important revenue
source.  Studio moguls didn’t want to kill a goose
that was providing them with golden eggs, even
one that goose-stepped.

David Welky, a history professor at the University
of Central Arkansas, traces the evolution of the
movie studios from timid purveyors of
noncontroversial entertainment to production of
hard-hitting films that awakened public
awareness of Nazi Germany, fascist Italy, and
militaristic Japan as clear threats to the American
way of life.  Utilizing a wide range of archival
collections, he shows how the studio moguls
finally took on the responsibility of producing
pictures that helped persuade Americans to move
away from isolationism.

The exception to the reluctance of moguls to
create such films was the Warner Bros. studio.
Although the studios were dominated by Jewish
executives, only Harry and Jack Warner took
clear stands against fascism and supported the
production of such films as Confessions of a Nazi
Spy. Darryl F. Zanuck, who was not Jewish, also
recognized early on that Hollywood needed to

make pictures that warned Americans that, to
paraphrase Sinclair Lewis’s words, it can happen
here.  Hollywood’s attempts to avoid the
challenge could be laughable, as in trying to
create films for a Latin American market that
soundly rejected Latin-themed films as
stereotypical and mediocre.  Will Hays, head of
the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors 
of America, at best offered platitudes as he tried
to walk a tightrope between profit margins and
strong films that would persuade theatergoers 
of real world threats.

Welky provides capsule summaries of numerous
films that give the reader a sense of what the
public was seeing and what the studios wanted
them to see.  There was the indirect approach of
Blockade, a film about the Spanish Civil War that
didn’t identify Spain or its warring factions;
Juarez, a powerful Warner Bros. film that used
France’s invasion of Mexico in 1862 as analogous
to what Nazi Germany was doing in Europe; and
Sergeant York, to remind Americans that World
War I had produced reluctant heroes who realized
the importance of fighting for their country.
More directly, a somewhat tardy MGM produced
The Mortal Storm; Charles Chaplin ridiculed
Hitler and Mussolini in The Great Dictator (he
could do this because he was independent of the
studios and their restrictions), and A Yank in the
RAF showed that Americans had an affinity with
and a need to aid Great Britain.

The Moguls and the Dictators thus serves several
important purposes.  On one level it examines the
way the studios came to support FDR in war
preparedness.  At another, it invites the reader to
recall the films from Hollywood’s Golden Age,
and beyond enjoying the productions of that
time, to see with hindsight the significance of
awakening America to its responsibilities as a
world leader.

Abraham Hoffman teaches history at Los
Angeles Valley College.  His most recent
work is editing Boyle Heights: Recollections
and Remembrances of the Boyle Heights
Jewish Community in Los Angeles, 1920s-
1960s.
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F L A S H !
A speaker and date for the December Gala have just been confirmed!

Father Gregory Boyle of Homeboy Industries
has accepted to speak

at LACHS's annual December Gala, December 13, 2011.

His subject:

"Tattoos on the Heart"

PLAN TO ATTEND


