
The Original Expo Line to the Ocean

Angelenos are celebrating the recent opening of the Expo Line. According to the Metropolitan Transit Authority, 
over 100,000 passengers rode the line the first weekend, and since then thousands have used the line—boarding at 
any of the nineteen stations, to visit Santa Monica or take the train to the Metro Station downtown. A look at the 

original line, the Los Angeles Pacific Railway, opened in April 1896 by railroad entrepreneurs Moses H. Sherman and Eli 
P. Clark shows a similar enthusiasm for the birth of the trolley system that eventually became the Pacific Electric, popularly 
known as the Red Cars. ✪

Opening Day for the Los Angeles Pacific arriving in Santa Monica April 1, 1896. See L.A. Pacific route map, p.15.
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President’s Message

July 2016
Greetings Members:

I hope you are having a good year and mak-
ing fun vacation plans for the summer.  We 
wrapped up our Marie Northrop Lecture 
Series for 2016 on a high note in June with 
a standing room only (actually it turns out 
standing room is not really permitted in an 
auditorium) presentation of the films footage 
of the City Archives.  I would like to give 
a big thank you to Michael Holland for a 
successful completion of the lecture series, this 
was Michael’s first year as chair of the Marie 
Northrop Lecture Committee.

While our lecture series usually wraps up 
before summer, rest assured that the rest of 
the Society does not.  We continue to plan 
events and activities.  As we grow in pop-
ularity we are forced to make many of our 
events “members only” which is a good think, 
because it encourages membership.  So please 
continue to support LACHS and encourage 
your friends to join and participate in our 
events.

Sincerely, 
Todd Gaydowski
President
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Marie Northrop Lecture Series

The series this year was probably the most popular 
series in our history. Each presentation saw a fairly 
large audience, increasing each time, until board 

member Michael Holland’s lecture in June that featured 
historic movies about Los Angeles, made by and about the 
city, when an unprecedented number of people filled all the  

 
seats in the auditorium, with standing room only. President 
Todd Gaydowski missed the lecture because he had to keep 
back dozens of people who arrived late and were unable 
to be admitted (see President’s Message). Michael plans 
to schedule a second showing in October, so watch for 
upcoming notice, if you missed the event the first time. ✪

Top left: Full house for Made in L.A. talk • Top right: Todd manages the waiting line • Bottom left: Michael Holland, chair of 
Marie Northrop Lecture Series Committee with Stuart Douglas Byles, author of Los Angeles Wine • Middle right: Author Byles 
signs books for eager attendees to his lecture in April • Bottom right: Author signing for Todd

Welcome New Member Frank Tysen of Sherman Oaks.
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Influenza in 1918 Los Angeles
By Michael Holland, Los Angeles City Archivist

Historical amnesia deprives us of the painful and 
sometimes tragic lessons learned at someone’s 
expense in our collective past. That’s a shame. I 

hope to illustrate my point by reminding all of us about 
a serious threat was everywhere in America, including 
Los Angeles almost a century ago. I am referring to the 
influenza epidemic of 1918-1919 and I will be using both 
Council files and the Health Department reports to make 
my case.

[At this time, the City of Los Angeles, which now 
relies on county health services, had its own health agency.] 
The City’s Department of Health was led by Dr. Luther 
M. Powers from 1893 until his death in 1924. Dr. Powers 
oversaw a variety of programs that tested food, milk and 
water samples for safety, conducted health screenings and 
treatment in the City Jail and also advocated for public 
toilets for the indigent. Every year, the annual report 
condensed the public health of the city into a series of 
reports submitted by the various divisions such as Infant 
Welfare and Milk Inspection. The reports reveal how the 
concern for public safety conflicted with the rights of 
private citizens and industry during the flu crisis.

There have been several books written about the 1918 
Influenza and its effects around the world. “The Great 
Influenza” by John M. Barry is one that puts the global 
impact in perspective. Our 1919 Health Department 
Annual Report is more of a snapshot composed of what 
was known or believed to be true at the time. This is the 
road map we’ll be using.

“This disease was introduced into Los Angeles by 
an infected training ship…after September 15th, 1918 
and also from infected tourists…” begins the report. 
The Health Department was caught off-guard as the first 
patients arrived at the General Receiving Hospital on 
September 22nd. 

The Mayor’s office reacted quickly by establishing not 
one but two committees. One committee was composed 
of doctors and the second of business and public safety 
entities. The Health Department’s accounting division 
reported that the first emergency hospital at 936 Yale Street 
was up and running within 48 hours. “We were called 
upon to equip a hospital when equipment and supplies 
were extremely scarce and deliveries problematical.” 
Remember that the First World War was still being fought 
and medical supplies and gasoline were prioritized for the 
war effort. Two other hospitals were established in San  

 
Pedro and Mount Washington despite concerns from local  
citizens about having them in their neighborhoods.

As I read the report, I was struck by how quickly the 
city got things done to combat the virus. The City Council 
was quick to approve funding for more nurses and facilities 
to deal with the flu. They also passed Ordinance 38522, 
on October 10th, to quarantine the citizens by closing 
schools, theatres and other public gatherings to prevent 
the spread of the virus. The quarantine report details other 
measures: funerals being private instead of public affairs 
and the closure of pool rooms and auction houses. Café 
entertainment was prohibited. A “stay at home week” was 
proclaimed and factory work schedules were staggered 
to prevent crowding on streetcars to reduce the odds of 
transmitting the illness. 

But there was pushback over inconsistent application 
of the rules laid out in the quarantine ordinance. Movie 
theatres were closed but stores and restaurants were allowed 
to stay open. The Theatre Owners Association (TOA) sent 
a petition to the Council in file # 2220(1918), demanding 
that the theatres be reopened and all citizens compelled to 
wear face masks instead. They argued that the “incomplete 
closure law had allowed influenza to increase 500% since 
October 10th” Likewise, the Merchant & Manufacturers 
Association protested that any action to restrict access to 
stores to appease the TOA was “unpatriotic, unfair and 
unjust.” 

The opponents had a point. The quarantine report 
contains this statement: “Interpretation of the closing 
ordinance presented daily problems. Music was stopped 
in cafes—should the demonstration of phonographs be 
permitted? Schools were closed—should this include music 
teachers giving lessons in studios…the Department sought 
at all times to avoid discrimination and to enforce the ban 
with as little discomfort and financial loss as possible.” 
In early December, Dr. Powers responded with the 
Health Commissioners request that the TOA petition be 
granted as the number of reported cases had dropped. The 
ordinance was rescinded on December 2nd. However, an 
almost immediate resurgence of infections brought about a 
different approach that sought to limit exposure from the 
home. 

Badge-carrying health inspectors and LAPD 
officers were given broad powers to place a house under 
quarantine, preventing anyone from entering or leaving. 
Some 4,036 buildings were quarantined in Los Angeles 

continued on page 5
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Influenza in 1918 Los Angeles, continued from page 4

 St. Louis Motor Corps, 1918 Flu Epidemic

during December 1918 alone.
The report includes details of the role played by the 

health inspectors. Over 350 strong, they covered 100 
distinct neighborhoods throughout the city “running 
errands, deliver[ing] groceries and otherwise minister to the 
needs of families in quarantine.” Many of the inspectors 
were returning soldiers from the battlefields. Special effort 
went into identifying sick passengers arriving at railway 
stations for treatment and isolation. Streetcars and taxis 
were inspected followed by regular disinfecting treatments. 

Ethnic communities—not named in the report—were 
described as being difficult to manage due to language 
issues and customs such as large public funerals and 
parades. One social club had its entire membership 
quarantined at the same time. The penalties for violating 
the quarantine ranged from a $15 dollar fine up to 30 
days in jail. There were 29 cases taken to trial between 
December 30th, 1918 and June 14th, 1919. Most were 
settled with the fines or a few days in jail. The number of 
quarantined buildings reached 13,876 during that same 
time.

The 1918-1919 annual report listed a total of 57, 
774 reported cases of influenza. Dr. Powers believed that 
this was less than half of the actual cases due to under-
reporting. There is a statistical sheet in the report that 
converts all deaths citywide into specific categories such 

as age, race and place of birth. The most likely influenza 
victim during 1918-1919 was a married white male aged 
20 to 45 years. Infant deaths numbered 53 and deaths 
of people aged 65 and over years was 63. The death toll 
attributed to the flu as primary or as a secondary factor 
between September 1918 and May 1919 was 3,482. The 
1920 annual report described a resurgence of influenza in 
January of that year with 9,147 cases recorded and 239 
deaths. The city of Los Angeles recorded 17,863 deaths 
from all causes within this two year period and the total 
death toll by the flu was 3,721—just over 20%. 

A quick check of the National Archives website www.
nara.gov estimated that 50 million people worldwide 
died during the pandemic of 1918-1919. This was a time 
when people traveled by ships and trains and many of the 
medical advances we rely on didn’t exist. 

Two ironies that caught my attention as I was finishing 
the research for this story were that during the flu outbreak 
in Los Angeles, not one death from measles was listed in 
the statistics. The second was that an LAPD officer—just 
returned from fighting in France—who died of influenza 
while serving as a quarantine inspector. 

The pandemic of 1918-1919 proves that the adage is 
still valid – “They who forget their history are doomed to 
repeat it” Stay healthy. ✪

This is an edited version of an article that appeared in the 
City’s Alive! Magazine in April.
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Farmers Market archivist Brett Arena greets LACHS visitors

continued on page 7

Los Angeles History in the Making: 
The Original Farmers Market

By Brett Arena
 

The Original Farmers Market at the corner of Third 
Street and Fairfax Avenue remains a unique and 
revered gem of the local scene, presenting a unique 

blend of commerce, history, and social interaction to 
visitors from near and far. Other landmarks such as the Pan 
Pacific Auditorium, Beverly Park (“Kiddyland”), Gilmore 
Stadium and Gilmore Field, among many others, survive 
only in photographs and memory, 

During the Great Depression when uncertainty 
prevailed and many migrated in hopes of finding a 
modicum of security, 
Farmers Market was an 
undertaking that defied the 
pessimism of the times. In 
one of the nation’s most 
urban environments, the 
market provided fresh, 
high-quality produce and a 
down home ambience that 
was a reminder of a simpler 
time when people actually 
knew who grew their food. 
Somewhat anachronistic 
in appearance even then, it 
provided a venue for small 
business entrepreneurs, 
many of whom had much 
in common with their 
customers, and offered an example of what could be 
achieved even in dire economic times.

Notwithstanding the similarities between vendors and 
patrons, the three men behind this ingenious endeavor 
couldn’t have been more dissimilar. The one who came up 
with the original idea was Roger Dahlhjelm. A homespun 
Minnesotan in his mid-50s, he had been a Stanley Steamer 
salesman in Seattle before coming to Los Angeles in the 
boom years of the 1920s. Earl B. Gilmore, a marketing 
impresario who had transformed a relatively modest oil 
company into the largest independent gasoline distributor 
on the West Coast, owned the land the market was built 
on. The third wheel was Fred Beck, a clever public relations 
man who had worked in the film industry. Their vision and 
energy provided the basis for the market’s early success. 

The market opened on July 14, 1934 with eighteen 
vendors who paid 50 cents apiece to sell their fruits and 
vegetables, among other items, out of the back of their 

trucks. Twelve of these vendors were farmers themselves, 
from the San Fernando Valley and elsewhere, many of 
whom had been trying to sell their crops from roadside 
stands. Thanks to Beck, radio stations had been promoting 
the market’s opening, attracting a crowd that Saturday 
morning that surely came to witness the launch of another 
local oddity, but instead experienced the birth of an 
integral part of Los Angeles’s history. 

Soon after, simple wooden structures with canvas 
stretched over them created vendor stalls. (The lumber  
for the stalls was salvaged from a dog-racing track that 

Gilmore had built on his 
premises but was never 
able to open because he 
was unable to procure a 
license from the state.) A 
grocery store was built, 
and florists, bakers and 
artisans began selling their 
wares. Dahlhjelm made sure 
that everything being sold 
adhered to his exceptionally 
high standards. He refused 
to sign leases with the 
tenants to avoid any legal 
wrangling or delays in 
case he needed to jettison 
someone who may have 
started selling inferior 

products or engaged in any unethical business practices. 
Beck, meanwhile, continued to promote the market 
through his colorful and charming prose, which appeared 
in a popular daily column in the Los Angeles Times for 
many years and in radio ads that reached hundreds of 
thousands of listeners. 

The previously empty lot at the northeast corner 
of Third and Fairfax was soon attracting attention from 
neighborhood housewives, Hollywood celebrities, out-
of-town visitors and those drawn to events at Gilmore 
Stadium, known for its midget auto racing, Gilmore Field, 
home of the Hollywood Stars baseball team, and the Pan 
Pacific Auditorium. The late ‘40s saw the Gilmore Drive-
In added to the list of attractions in what was known as 
Gilmore Island, a previously unincorporated expanse that 
had been surrounded by the expanding city in the early 
1920s. 

continued on page 7
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Original Farmers Market, continued from page 6
Beginning in 1940, a string of shops stretching 

east from the property’s frontage on Fairfax Avenue was 
undertaken. Known as the “Dell” or Farmers Market 
Shops, this structure was gradually added to and housed 
a wide variety of retail stores, many with a rather esoteric 
nature. Clothing and other goods from all over the world 
were sold there alongside shops that specialized in hand 
blown glass, brushes, redwood items, music and artwork. 
This proved itself an eclectic component of Farmers Market 
for several decades and was anchored by a large clock tower 
that has been relocated to the present Market Plaza. 

Though the Original Farmers Market remains virtually 
unchanged, the “Dell” and other free-standing buildings 
were cleared at the turn of the new millennium to make 
way for a development that now encompasses several 
modern retail outlets and restaurants, as well as an office/

retail building. In another example of unusual continuity 
given the locale, all of it is owned and operated by the A.F. 
Gilmore Company, which Earl’s father began soon after he 
discovered oil beneath the property in 1900, which is still 
owned and operated by the Gilmore Family. 

In addition, the Grove at Farmers Market, constructed 
and operated by Caruso Affiliated Holdings and opened in 
2002, has added a highly-popular retail and entertainment 
component adjacent to the market that complements it by 
providing several more shopping options while attracting 
thousands of visitors from far and near to this irreplaceable 
crossroad of entrepreneurship, entertainment and history.  
✪

Brett Arena, a former board member of the Los Angeles 
City Historical Society, is the archivist for the A.F. Gilmore 
Company. 

Courage of Japanese Americans Exhibit

An extraordinary exhibition by the “Go For Broke 
National Education Center” opened recently in 
Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo. Open to the public, the 

exhibition teaches modern visitors about the courage of 
the Japanese Americans of World War II, how they faced 
intolerance and injustice to fight for their rights, and how 
relevant their story can be to modern audiences.  

As visitors climb or descent a stairwell, they will hear 
the sounds of daily life from the 1940s, radio commercials, 
music, oral history clips, etc. They then enter a foreboding 
atmosphere with scenes of ships burning in Pearl Harbor. 
Smoke drifts across the wall, while text appears smoke 
drifting across the wall. 

During WWII, Japanese American citizens were 
literally stripped of their rights. This often happens during 
times of war or threat, and it is bred by fear. The History 
Revisited section contains both historic and modern 
examples of times in U.S. history when a certain group’s 
rights have been violated and or denied.

As the Education Center notes: “Democracy is a messy 
process—mistakes are made, but they can be corrected.” 
The exhibition poses several uncomfortable questions 
to visitors, and provides a remarkable revisit to history 
through the words of the people who lived through the 
internment of Japanese-Americans during WWII. ✪
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The St. Francis Dam Disaster and Its Historiography

By Abraham Hoffman
 

When the St. Francis Dam collapsed on March 
12, 1928, news of the tragedy was reported 
throughout the nation and in many other 

countries. An estimated 450 people were killed (historians 
continue to debate the numbers), and debris from the 
flood waters scarred the Santa Clara Valley for years. The 
City of Los Angeles paid all claims, several commissions 
conducted investigations, and William Mulholland, chief 
engineer of the city’s Department of Water and Power, 
accepted blame for the tragedy and resigned his position.

In the years that followed, California historians took 
note of the disaster, but it was relegated to second place 
behind San Francisco’s 1906 earthquake and fire. Scholars 
gave it little attention; it took a journalist and a rancher 
to reawaken awareness of the St. Francis Dam failure as a 
major tragedy in the state’s history.

In 1950 journalist Remi Nadeau wrote The Water 
Seekers, republished in several subsequent and slightly 
revised editions. His study dealt with several episodes 
involving water in California. The first of these described 
the California Development Company’s ill-fated diversion 
of the Colorado River into the Imperial Valley and the 
creation of the Salton Sea. The second traced the history of 
the City Los Angeles’s quest for a reliably water supply to 
insure its future growth, finding it in the Owens River and 
the construction of the 233-mile Los Angeles Aqueduct. 
The city’s motivation and action launched a controversy 
over the alleged “theft” of Owens River water that has 
persisted to the present day.

A third episode in Nadeau’s book described the 
building and collapse of the St Francis Dam, constructed 
in 1926 by the City of Los Angeles [Department of Water 
and Power]. Nadeau was able to interview quite a number 
of people who had been involved, including city officials, 
Owens Valley residents, and employees on the aqueduct 
construction project. Unfortunately, Nadeau’s book lacked 
footnotes, only acknowledgements and a rather thin 
bibliography. Still, Nadeau was the first person to write a 
serious account of the St. Francis Dam tragedy

It was left to a Santa Paula rancher, Charles F. 
Outland, to write a book that dealt entirely with the 
collapse of the St. Francis Dam. Born in Ventura County, 
Outland was quite familiar with the region where the dam 
was built, and he knew many of the survivors. Although 
not an academic historian, Outland proved to be a 
dedicated researcher who aspired to write as complete a 
narrative as possible on what happened to cause the failure 

of the dam.
The Arthur H. Clark Company published Outland’s 

Man-Made Disaster: The Story of the St. Francis Dam, its 
place in Southern California’s water system , its failure and 
the tragedy in the Santa Clara River Valley, March 12 and 
13, 1928, in 1963. It quickly went out of print, but the 
publisher didn’t run subsequent printings. In 1977 a 
second edition was published, almost identical to the 1963 
version, but again, in a limited edition. The tragedy was 
then essentially ignored by historians until the publication 
of Abraham Hoffman’s Vision or Villainy: Origins of the 
Owens Valley-Los Angeles Water Controversy in 1981 and 
William L. Kahrl’s Water and Power: The Conflict over Los 
Angeles’ Water Supply in the Owens Valley, published in 
1982. These books included the St. Francis Dam failure 
as part of the history of the controversy; both relied on 
Outland’s book. 

In 1995 the Historical Society of Southern California’s 
publication, Southern California Quarterly, published 
a special issue of articles about the St. Francis Dam. J. 
David Rogers, a geologist who examined the rock and soil 
formations at the site of the dam, wrote the main article, 
in which he concluded that the state of geological science 
in the 1920s had not the ability to evaluate the stability of 
the foundations on which the dam was built. He argued 
that while Mulholland was not blameless, he could not 
have known at the time of the problems that existed in 
constructing a dam in San Francisquito Canyon. The 
special issue also included articles by Catherine Mulholland 
on her grandfather’s involvement in the St. Francis Dam; 
a photographic essay by Charles Johnson, archivist at the 
Ventura County Museum of History and Art; and a profile 
of Outland’s life and work by Abraham Hoffman. The 
special issue was simultaneously published as a separate 
paperback book under the title The St. Francis Dam Disaster 
Revisited. Along with it, the Society reprinted Outland’s 
Man-Made Disaster as an inexpensive paperback book 
in a limited edition of 500 copies. Both books almost 
immediately sold out, indicating a public interest in the 
topic.

Catherine Mulholland had long undertaken the task 
of writing a biography about her grandfather, William. 
Years in the making, it was published by the University 
of California Press as William Mulholland and the Making 
of Los Angeles. This was no hagiography; Catherine 
held a Master’s degree in history from the University of 
California, Berkeley and had studied under Professor 
Herbert E. Bolton. Her book was a warts-and-all biography 

continued on page 9
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that significantly raised 
the standard of scholarship 
well above Nadeau’s book. 
However, Outland’s study 
went much further than a 
chapter in the Mulholland 
biography could cover.

Around 2002 
documentary filmmaker 
John Wilkman planned 
a film on the St. Francis 
Dam disaster. Wilkman 
wanted to tell the 
story with a number 
of interviews given by 
survivors of the tragedy, 
by this time senior citizens 
who recalled the events 
of seventy years earlier. 
He also wanted to make 
sure of the research and 
level of scholarship needed 
to demonstrate the film’s 
accuracy. Wilkman invited three historians—Donald 
C. Jackson, Norris Hundley jr., and myself—to serve as 
consultants. Almost immediately heated discussions broke 
out at the meetings regarding Mulholland’s culpability. 
Wilkman saw the film as an affirmation of survival over 
tragedy; Hundley wanted to move beyond Mulholland’s 
abstract confession of guilt to reveal his hubris and 
mistakes in designing a dam doomed to failure, and he 
disagreed with Rogers’ conclusions.

Hundley and Jackson wrote an article, “William 
Mulholland and the St. Francis Dam Disaster,” published 
in California History, the magazine of the California 
Historical Society, in 2004. The article outlined what the 
authors would argue in the book they were writing that 
would deal with the issue of Mulholland’s responsibility in 
the failure of the dam.

In 2003 Paul Rippens, who had a long-standing 
interest in the story of the St. Francis Dam, published a 
modest paperback, The St. Francis Dam: A Guide to the Los 
Angeles Aqueduct and the site of the ill-fated Saint Francis 
Dam. Rippens provided readers with a map and summary 
of the construction and destruction of the dam, including 
several dozen illustrations.

Eventually Wilkman put his research into print with 
Floodpath: The Deadliest Man-Made Disaster of 20th-
Century America and the Making of Modern Los Angeles 
(Bloomsbury Press, 2016), and Hundley and Jackson wrote 

Heavy Ground: William Mulholland and the St. Francis 
Dam Disaster (University of California Press, 2015). 
Approaching the topic from different viewpoints, these 
books offer outstanding scholarship with a compelling 
narrative that moves a neglected event into the mainstream 
of California history. Meanwhile, J. David Rogers is 
writing his book on the disaster, insuring that anyone 
interested in this event will find a wealth of opinions about 
this fascinating story of triumph and tragedy.

But wait, there’s more: Catherine Mulholland’s original 
manuscript for her book was much larger than the edited 
version that was published. The California State University 
Library, Northridge, has the manuscript in the Catherine 
Mulholland Collection, where it invites further research 
into this episode of southern California history. Mention 
should also be made of the work of Paul Soifer, serving as 
archivist for the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
power, who located the Los Angeles County Coroner’s 
report on the St. Francis Dam disaster—all 820 pages of 
it. Until its discovery only bits and pieces, culled from 
newspaper articles, were available to historians. Hundley 
and Jackson made extensive use of the report in their book. 
✪

Abraham Hoffman teaches history at Los Angeles City College

Only structure left standing after failure of St. Francis Dam in 1928

St. Francis Dam Disaster, 
continued from page 8
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We Get Mail

Mail has increased considerably in recent months, 
and the inquiries are often fun to read, 
occasionally easy to answer, or can be answered 

with some quick research.
Many confuse us with the L.A. City Office of 

Historic Resources and are referred there. In addition to 
increasing requests from producers, reporters—always on 
deadline—unfortunately, and, the usual quota of students 
seeking interviews, we receive a few of unusual interest. 
One especially stands out: a request seeking historical 
footage of 1950s-1960’s East Los Angeles or Boyle Heights 
(immigration/families/African Americans/Jews/civil rights) 
and 1980’s-1990’s LA Trans scene & history (underground 
communities, drag houses, drag shows, community 
organizing, socializing). LGBT ONE Archives was the 
logical referral.

A recent request from Maik Dietrich of The Charles 
Bukowski Society in Germany:

“Once a year,” he wrote, “we will publish a yearbook 
with our academic studies and did symposiums in 
Germany and the U.S. as well. We are looking right now 
for the descendants of one of his female partners. We 
are looking for any information about Jane C. Cooney 
(Baker). Jane was the great love and muse from C. 
Bukowski in his early life.” We referred Dietrich to S.C. 
Genealogical Society and Marc Wanamaker, expert on early 
Hollywood.

Other requests fall into the somewhat obscure, 
bizarre or simply “you have to be kidding.” As in, “Do 
you have any records on Maeser Fur Farms Inc. from 
1926 on? Please let me know a.s.a.p.” When told that we 
are a volunteer organization with no staff and unable to 
undertake research for her, and after sending her a list of 
possible archives, she replied “Could you please refer me to 
whomever [sic] would have records on old corporations?”

And the usual non-related inquiries:
“Hello, I am making a short documentary about the 

history of Beverly Hills and the native Americans who lived 
here. I was wondering if there was anyone in the historical 
society that I could hopefully interview.”

“In 1831, in Ohio, Harriet Pruden fell in love, setting 
into motion an eighty year adventure. That adventure 
(coming west during the 1800s) is chronicled in the family 
commonplace book. Attached please find scans of the 
newspaper clipping about the luncheon as well as the page 
where all the ladies signed the old album. I am hoping to 
find any info available on any of the LA ladies noted. My 
guess is that they were well-known there, at the time. Can 
you help me determine whether or not I am correct?”

“Hello: Can you email me with the names of the Taxi  
Cab companies that operated in the greater Los Angeles  
area from 1955 through1958?”

“Do you have resources for historical building material 
for historical properties? Similar to what the GSA offers? 
From the Controller of a local Roofing Co., Inc.”

“I was born at Belvedere Hospital, 127 Utah Street, 
Los Angeles, CA. OK so I did it [sic] a goggle search and 
bing search and could not find any pictures or information 
this Hospital. Do you have any information or links you 
could send me. I was born on 12/11/1952. I was curious 
since my mom said I was born at Lincoln Hospital at 4th 
and Soto.”

When told that we couldn’t provide research, she 
responded, “Hello OK I was asking if you knew an actual 
physical location building existed in the 1950s. I’m curious 
are you only academics it only serve research for study I’m 
just curious what who do you serve or assist thank you 
[sic].” We explained a bit about LACHS and suggested she 
consult our website for more information, also wrote that 
there was a hospital at one time at the address she gave.

From a student at USC: “Is there anyone at the LA 
City Historical Society who specializes in the history of 
South LA or specifically the Figueroa Corridor? I would 
love to speak with them with the next week if possible for 
an interview.” Suggested a USC source.

And finally, “working on an article dealing with the 
history of Columbia records. I am looking for information 
about the LA/Hollywood/Culver City recording studios 
used by Columbia Records in 1930. Can you think of 
any collections that might have some information on this 
studio or the history of Columbia records in California?” 
Suggested LA as Subject for likely archives and university 
and college music departments.

We are often mistaken for L.A. City departments, 
as in: “I’m interested in bidding for the 1928 Silver Lake 
home in May. I’m wondering if there would be any grants 
available to help me purchase, live and maintain the 
original splendor of the home. I don’t want it to get into 
the wrong hands and I’m committed to loving it yet, it is 
1 million dollars and will need much work. My husband 
and I are very low income. We can get some help towards 
purchasing the home, though. Is there any help available.”

“Hello, I found a head stone in my back yard while 
doing some landscaping. Not sure what to do with it. I 
live in Sylmar, CA and the headstone reads Raymond J 
Bickerton 1891-1935. I read online that the historical 
society should be contacted. Anything in particular I need 

continued on page 12
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YES! I would like to become a member of the Los Angeles City Historical Society.
Membership Application (Membership may also be submitted at www.lacityhistory.org)

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City State Zip_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address ____________________________________________________________________________

Check your choice of membership:
[ ] $85 Sustaining
[ ] $50 Family/Dual
[ ] $35 Active
[ ] $25 Senior/Student
[ ] $500 Life (Individual)

Membership Benefits Include:
•   Lectures by historians and authors at the Richard J. Riordan Central 

Library’s Mark Taper Auditorium
• Field trips to historic sites • Membership on committees• Advance 
notification of special member programs
• Tour of the Los Angeles City Archives • Quarterly LACHS Newsletter

Clip (or copy) and mail, together with your check to:
Los Angeles City Historical Society • P.O. Box 862311 • Los Angeles, CA 90086-2311

The hospitality center of Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church 
has been selected as the site of the 18th Annual LACHS 
dinner and awards program. On Tuesday evening, November 

15, members are invited to tour the famed cathedral before dining 
in the Huffington Center, both located at 1324 S. Normandie 
Avenue, Los Angeles. Docent tours will include the library and 
museum as well as the cathedral. Visitors will find a religious site as 
striking as any in Turkey or Italy. Retired Los Angeles Times art writer 
Suzanne Muchnic will be our guest speaker. A history of the Greek 
community of Los Angeles can be found on the church’s website. 
Invitations to follow. For more information, please contact LACHS 
board member Claudine Ajeti at cajeti@aol.com ✪

Left top: Exterior, Huffington Center • Left bottom: Huffington Center Dining Room • Right: Interior of St. Sophia Cathedral, Photo 
© Andy Romanoff, http://andyromanoff.zenfolio.com

Save the Date
11/15/15

Los Angeles City 
Historical Society Awards

Saint Sophia 
Greek Orthodox Church
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BOOK 
REVIEW

LACMA SO FAR: Portrait of a Museum in the Making, 
by Suzanne Muchnic. San Marino: Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 2015. Illustrations, Notes, 
Index. Hardcover, $45.

By Diane Kanner, LACHS Board Member

The art world of Los Angeles was Suzanne Muchnic’s 
beat for several decades, and the retired Los Angeles 
Times reporter uses that access to advantage in her 

latest book, LACMA So Far: Portrait of a Museum in the 
Making. An institutional history of the museum that began 
over 100 years ago in Exposition Park, Muchnic offers a 
panoply of characters that range from the obscure to the 
celebrated and its art, from the dismal to the grand.

Before it became the Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art, the institution was the Los Angeles Museum of 
History, Science and Art. Early museum leaders were, 
she writes, “more attuned” to history and science, an 
imbalance Muchnic conveys in the title of Chapter One, 
“Plenty of Water and Fossils, but no Art.” It wasn’t even 
the shock of modern art that swayed County officials to 
short-shrift cultural exhibitions. Museum founders were 
not “fabulously” wealthy as Muchnic writes, and “they put 
their faith in an unpromising institution on the far side of 
the Wild West.” Los Angeles was young and provincial. 

Director William Bryan “presided over a period of 
enormous growth before the Great Depression brought 
progress to a screeching halt.” Personnel came and went 
in the years prior to World War II in circumstances the 
author depicts as “embattled.” Art didn’t have a chance 
at appreciation in those hard economic times when Los 
Angeles was so unsure of its place. “Building a stand-alone 
department,” she notes, “would have taken many years in 
the best of times.” 

Finally, in 1949, it became apparent to the County 
Board of Supervisors that the electorate might be ready 

for a legitimate 
art museum when 
thousands waited in 
line to see ninety-
five paintings from 
the Kaiser-Friedrich-
Museum in Berlin, 
which the Nazis confiscated and hid in a salt mine.

Fundraising for a new museum took six-and-a-
half years before the $12 million Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art opened in 1965. It “floated on the tar 
like a battleship,” one account read. A million and one 
half visitors came through the doors in the first seven 
months. Collectors of the caliber of Norton Simon, 
Armand Hammer, and Eli Broad came through the doors 
themselves, making and breaking agreements. As many 
great collections got away as stayed.

But there was an “extraordinary supply of local talent” 
to showcase, and “the museum emerged as a first-rate venue 
for 20th century art.” By 1980, when Earl “Rusty” Powell 
became director, “the complex of structures, once seen as a 
visually coherent but uninspiring variation of New York’s 
Lincoln Center, turned into an eclectic conglomeration that 
would continue to sprout new appendages.”

Because the book is filled with personalities, it 
[overcomes the blandness which institutional histories 
can exude.] There are people wars and museum wars, 
politicians, donors and staff working for and sometimes 
against one another. Just as Dorothy Chandler used the Los 
Angeles Times as her platform for raising millions to build 
a music center, Muchnic capitalizes upon her newspaper 
career to build an important book. ✪

to do with it?”
With some inquiries that are not easily answered 

or referred to archival sources, LACHS Board Member 
Gerry K. Hoppe has frequently stepped in and recently 
performed heroic research in a request for information 
on a man named in the 1940 census with an address 
listed as the “American County Rest Home.” Neither I 
nor Gerry were able to locate much, but Gerry went one 
step further and consulted the website “Family Search.” 

Found a great deal of information that she shared and 
inquirer was extremely grateful, unlike most who neglect to 
acknowledge or thank us for information we occasionally 
research.

And, of course, we continue to get requests for 
genealogical help and, surprisingly, requests for old 
high schools records or “minutes” of school meetings, 
occasionally dating back almost a century or so. ✪

We Get Mail, continued from page 10
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Old Los Angeles: An Unpredictable River Ran Through It
By G.K. Hoppe, LACHS Board Member

Water was a perennial problem in early Los 
Angeles history. It still is. In the February 
two-hour presentation, “When Wasn’t Water 

the Issue in L.A: 1880–1925” at Central Library’s Mark 
Taper Auditorium on February 21, historical writer 
and commentator Anna Sklar chronicled city leaders’ 
determined efforts through the years to secure reliable 
water distribution for L.A.’s expanding population.

Prior to European colonization, Los Angeles’ river 
provided a source of water and food for countless 
generations of Tongva people. Then, in early September 
1781, new settlers arrived to establish a pueblo in the name 
of Spain’s king. The exact site of the initial settlement is 
unknown, other than that it was closer to the river than the 
Plaza is now. The old pueblo’s center had to be moved at 
least three times, as townspeople came to realize the stream 
that seemed so passable in dry months quickly turned 
dangerous and unpredictable during periods of heavy rain.

Los Angeles itself is typically dry, with a rainfall 
average of 15 inches a year, but the region is surrounded by 
mountain ranges that often receive as much as 40 inches 
of precipitation. Historical records indicate that between 
1815 and 1938 LA endured seventeen floods. In 1815, 
rain fell continuously for ten days. The river not only 
overflowed, but its course changed. Prior to 1825, none of 
its channels reached the shore. The 1825 deluge caused the 
river to change course again, and this time it went all the 
way to the ocean. 

Early Los Angeles settlers conveyed river water through 
a community-built master ditch they called the Zanja 
Madre (Mother Ditch). Until well into the 1860s, the 
Zanja Madre started from a brush-and-dirt wing dam 
(manmade barrier extending only partly into the river) on 
the west side of the river, a short distance above present-
day North Broadway Bridge.

During her presentation, Anna showed charts and 
photographic images of how a system of crude dams, water 
wheels and connecting ditches distributed Los Angeles 
River water through the town and surrounding fields for 
several years after the city incorporated as a municipality in 
April 1850. Three businessmen, John S. Griffin, Solomon 
Lazard and Prudent Beaudry, created the Los Angeles City 
Water Company in 1868. The city signed a 30-year-lease 
with the firm. Eventually, the city was forced to fight a 
several-years battle to regain control of the L.A. River. The 
city paid the water company $2 million in 1902 and took 
ownership of the system.

One of the more influential forces in the city’s 
development was real-estate speculator Fred Eaton, 
who taught himself engineering and became at 19 the 
superintendent of the Los Angeles City Water Company.

In 1878 Eaton hired a 23-year-old Irish immigrant 
named William Mulholland to work on the Zanja Madre 
as a zanjero (ditch digger). Eaton was elected mayor of Los 
Angeles in 1898 and, together with his friend Mulholland, 
he advanced the notion of an aqueduct from the Owens 
Valley to Los Angeles. Mulholland, another self-taught 
engineer, became superintendent when the city acquired its 
water system. Eventually, voters approved more than $25 
million for the pipeline. In 1913 Mulholland completed 
the engineering marvel. But it left the 110-square-mile 
Owens Lake dry, damaging the region’s environment and 
resulting in years of litigation.

In 1922, the Los Angeles Water Department was 
renamed Bureau of Water Works and Supply, with 
Mulholland as its chief engineer. His engineering career 
with the city came to an abrupt end in 1928, when his St. 
Francis Dam burst, sending a wall of water two miles wide 
and 70 miles long from Santa Clarita to the ocean. The 
worst U.S. civil engineering failure of the 20th century, it 
killed some 500 people. 

Although Mulholland died in disgrace in 1935, he 
is still admired for having presided over the creation of 
a water system made modern Los Angeles happen. His 
reputation has been resurrected by the L.A. Department 
of Water & Power including a statue and displays in the 
DWP Operations Building downtown, as well as the 
Mulholland Fountain near Griffith Park.

Meanwhile, the Los Angeles River still frequently 
overflowed, flooding neighborhoods and destroying 
nearby bridges. The worst flooding occurred on March 
1, 1938, when billions of gallons of water flooded Los 
Angeles and Orange County and at least ninety-two 
people died. Congress passed the Flood Control Act of 
1938, authorizing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
encase three-fourths of the river in a 55-mile-long concrete 
channel that empties near Long Beach.

Los Angeles currently gets much of its water from four 
aqueducts serving the area: the Colorado Aqueduct, the 
Los Angeles Aqueduct, a second Los Angeles Aqueduct 
and the California State Water Project. During winter and 
spring seasons, the L.A. River is still fed by rainwater, street 
runoff, plus millions of gallons of treated wastewater from 

continued on page 14
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the Donald C. Tillman Water Reclamation Plant in Van 
Nuys.

Anna concluded her lecture with updates on water 
reclamation in Orange County and Los Angeles County, 
including the West Basin Water District that recycles 
approximately 45 million gallons of treated wastewater 
from the Hyperion Treatment Plant in Playa del Rey. 
Most recently, the Los Angeles Water Replenishment 
District that serves as the groundwater manager for four 
million Los Angeles County residents announced plans 
for construction of a major recycling plant. The district 
service area stretches from Exposition Park to Long Beach 
and from Whittier to the Pacific Ocean. Forty percent of 
the water used by four million residents in 43 cities comes 
from the groundwater in those basins. The district will 
soon build a new plant along the San Gabriel Parkway that, 
when operational in 2018, will recycle an estimated 10,000 
acre feet of water a year, adding three billion gallons of 
water a year to local resources, according to the district, 
and make the district totally independent of imported 

water sources.  
Anna concluded with recent salination plant 

construction in California and the warning that the 
extreme drought has not ended in Los Angeles, despite 
better than average rainfall and snow in Northern 
California and the Northern Sierra. ✪

Photo of our editor, Anna 
Sklar, was taken at a recent 
L.A. Times Book Festival. 
She is the author of Brown 
Acres: An Intimate History 
of the L.A. Sewers, 1860-
2008, Angel City Press: Los 
Angeles, 2008. In her book, 
she traced the long and 
convoluted history of the city’s sewage system and its water 
supply. Anna is a former NPR “All Things Considered” 
reporter and once served as public affairs director for the 
Los Angeles Department of Public Works.

Los Angeles Pacific route from downtown Los Angeles to the beach with Railroad depot stops along the way.

Old Los Angeles, continued from page 13
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LACHS MeMberS OnLy   $15 per person   Must be age 40+
Advance Tickets Only Available at: http://lacityhistory.eventbrite.com

Questions? Email us: lacityhistoryevents@gmail.com

 Members Only Tour of

Knott’s Berry Farm – America’s First Theme Park
Thursday, September 29, 2016   10:00AM - 1:00PM

Knott’s Berry Farm • 8039 Beach Blvd.• Buena Park CA 90620
The California MarketPlace parking lot offers up to 3 hours of complimentary parking 

with proof of purchase from its shops and restaurants.

Knott’s Berry Farm has been a local favorite since Walter and Cordelia Knott started selling their 
famous-recipe fried chicken and boysenberry pie in the 1930s. During this time, Walter popularized 
the boysenberry, which is a cross between a raspberry, blackberry and loganberry. Every boysenberry 
in the world can be traced back to Knott’s. 

Our tour includes a walk through the 
oldest part of the park, Ghost Town – 
which celebrates its 75th anniversary 
this year – and, at its center, the “Gold” 
Trails Hotel, relocated to the Farm from 
Prescott, Arizona in 1940.

We’ll also visit the Blacksmith, the School House, 
the Mystery Lodge, and restored train cars from 
1881 & 1883. We’ll even take a ride on an authentic 
Denver and Rio Grande steam train from the early 
1900s, which was America’s last operating 
narrow-gauge railroad.

Paid park admission not necessary for the 
tour – only if you want to spend the day.

Optional no-host lunch at the newly 
refurbished Mrs. Knott’s Chicken Dinner 
Restaurant following the tour.
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